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GREAT TORRINGTON TOWN COUNCIL




Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on Wednesday 8th October 2026 at 7pm in the Committee Room, Great Torrington Town Council, Castle Hill, Great Torrington

[bookmark: _Hlk44498875]
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
[bookmark: _Hlk44498906]Cllrs K Allin, C Bright, P Cloke (Chair), J Insull, J Isaac, L Kite, D Maisey, S Mills, and D Smith
ALSO, PRESENT: 
Jennie Smithson, Town Clerk and Charlotte Kirby, Deputy Town Clerk 

ELECT A MEETING CHAIR
Due to the absence of both the Mayor and Deputy Chair at this evening’s meeting, the Town Clerk requested a volunteer to chair the meeting.  Cllr Cloke volunteered; it was proposed and seconded that Cllr Cloke would act as chair; a vote was taken, all in favour.

COUNCIL REFLECTION
Cllr Cloke lead a Council Reflection to start the meeting.
146. APOLOGIES
The following Members gave their apologies in advance of the meeting with apologies being proposed and seconded to be accepted. 
Cllr L Bright (family commitments), Cllr Ashley Martin (ill health), Cllr Brown (ill health) and Cllr Parish (holiday).
Vote outcome:
	For
	Against
	Abstained
	Outcome

	9
	0
	0
	RESOLVED


 
147. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
Cllr Mills declared a non-registerable interest in agenda item 5 (Public Participation). Cllr Smith declared an other registerable interest in agenda item 9 (Matters Arising) as a member of the Plans Committee at Torridge District Council.

148. POLICE REPORT 
Members noted that the number of crimes in the area has remained consistent over the course of the last three months.  The Town Clerk met with the local PCSO recently.  If members have any concerns, please share with the Town Clerk so she can discuss with the PCSO at their regular meetings. 
Members raised concerns about the amount of pavement parking in the town. The PCSO is working across agencies to address the abandoned vehicles in Town Park and Morton Drive.

Approval to suspend Standing Orders 3f, g &h was proposed and seconded. Vote outcome:
	For
	Against
	Abstained
	Outcome

	9
	0
	0
	RESOLVED



149. PUBLIC CONTRIBUTIONS
A member of the Dig the Castle team provided Members with an update on progress with the dig which is currently in its second week.

150. REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR: CLLR COTTLE-HUNKIN
Cllr Cottle-Hunkin was unable to attend this evening’s meeting.

Approval to reinstate Standing Orders 3f, g &h was proposed and seconded. Vote outcome:
	For
	Against
	Abstained
	Outcome

	9
	0
	0
	RESOLVED



151. REPORT FROM TORRIDGE DISTRICT COUNCILLORS: CLLRS C BRIGHT AND D SMITH
Local Government Reorganisation (LGR): this has been paused by the government.  Torridge District Council (TDC) recently voted against an alternative unitary layout.  
Devon Data Centre and BESS: TDC recently issued a statement explaining their approach to pre-planning advice for the data centre and BESS.  Cllr Bright shared the statement with Members.
NHS Maternity Services: TDC recently met with leaders from North Devon District Hospital to discuss the situation regarding lack of maternity services in North Devon and pressurised them for action to address this issue urgently. 
152. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
a. Full Council Meeting minutes: 02 September 2026
Approval of the meeting minutes was proposed and seconded.  Vote outcome: 
	For
	Against
	Abstained
	Outcome

	8
	0
	1 (Cllr C Bright)
	RESOLVED



The following meeting minutes were noted by Members:
b. Draft Environment Committee Meeting minutes: 29 September 2026

153. MATTERS ARISING
Devon Data Centre and BESS Survey: Members were presented with top level results from the survey issued recently to local residents.  Of the 4196 surveys provided to Royal Mail for distribution to EX38 7 and EX38 8 postcodes, 1136 were returned (27%).  Of those returned, 12 (1.1%) were in favour, 10 (0.8%) were a ‘maybe’ and 1114 (98%) were not in favour.
The town council will be following up with Royal Mail regarding the distribution as it is aware that some residents did not receive a copy of the survey.
The next stage with the survey is to analyse the comments shared by survey respondents.  
It was proposed and seconded to share the initial results of the survey (as outlined above) with the community as soon as possible and follow up with more detail regarding the reasons behind their responses at a later date. Vote outcome:
	For
	Against
	Abstained
	Outcome

	9
	0
	0
	RESOLVED



154. CORRESPONDENCE AND MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIR AS A MATTER OF URGENCY
· Members may have seen reports of a dog-on-dog attack on the commons recently: this is being dealt with by TDC’s Neighbourhood Officer who also acts as the Dog Warden.
· The town council has received correspondence regarding issues in and around Sydney House car park relating to litter, broken bottles, fly tipping, bins not being emptied and bags of clothing being dumped next to the Salvation Army recycling bin.  The Town Clerk will respond and advise who these issues need to be reported to.  Members noted that despite attempts to rally the community for Town Tidies in the past, they are very poorly attended.  Cllr C Bright commented that TDC is already trying to address issues with the Salvation Army recycling bin and they are also working on resurfacing areas of the car park.

155. QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN NOON, TUESDAY 6TH OCTOBER 2026
None. 
	
156. CONCLUSION OF AUDIT:
The Town Clerk reported to Members that the audit for FY25/26 was accepted with some comments:
· Compliance with Assertion 10 regarding website accessibility: this is being addressed by the council at the moment.
· Assessment of independence of internal auditor: this has been addressed for the current financial year.

157. MAYORS APPEAL BANK ACCOUNT:
Members were provided with a report in advance outlining the issue of bank charges on the Mayor’s Appeal account with Lloyds bank, and the possibility that some of these charges may be mitigated by moving to an alternative bank.  Options include: Natwest/Royal Bank of Scotland, however this requires at least one council signatory to already have a Natwest or Royal Bank of Scotland account.  The other option is Virgin Money (who have recently been bought by Nationwide).
It was proposed to defer the decision on this matter to a future meeting to allow officers to investigate whether a switch to Virgin Money would mean the council could use over-the-counter services at Nationwide in future.  Vote outcome:
	For
	Against
	Abstained
	Outcome

	9
	0
	0
	RESOLVED



158. JUBILEE WOOD: RESOLUTION TO CONFIRM APPROVAL OF THE TRANSFER FROM TORRIDGE DISTRICT COUNCIL TO GTTC
Legal paperwork has been received from TDC in relation to the transfer of Jubilee Wood from TDC to Great Torrington Town Council.  It was proposed and seconded to confirm approval of the transfer of Jubilee Wood to Great Torrington Town Council.  Vote outcome:
	For
	Against
	Abstained
	Outcome

	9
	0
	0
	RESOLVED



159. ASSET OF COMMUNITY VALUE: BLACK HORSE
The town council has been asked to consider nominating the Black Horse as an Asset of Community Value.  Officers have made initial inquiries regarding the rules and regulations surrounding this.  Members debated the issue and agreed that further investigations regarding the potential liabilities for the council are required before Members could make a decision on this matter.  

160. TAXI RANK
Cllr C Bright explained to Members that every 4 years TDC undertakes a ‘needs survey’ of taxi ranks in the district.  An existing hackney carriage licence holder has requested that TDC investigates whether there is an option to add taxi ranks in Appledore, Westward Ho! and Torrington. 
Members discussed the demand for taxis in Great Torrington, along with potential taxi rank locations in the town.  Members agreed that the best location for a rank would be in Sydney House car park, in order to avoid losing any on-street parking in the town centre, which is already at a premium.  
Cllr C Bright will feed this back to TDC as part of the ‘needs survey’. 

161. NHS MATERNITY SERVICES
Cllr Allin spoke regarding this issue, expressing her disappointment at the lack of response from our local MP regarding the letter written to him by this council recently.  
It was proposed and seconded that the following actions be taken:
· Send an updated version of the town council’s original letter to the following people in order to emphasise our concerns about the maternity services situation for our local residents:  Sir Geoffrey Cox KC, MP for Torridge & Tavistock, Yvette Cooper MP, Secretary of State for Health & Social Care, Chair of DCC’s Health & Wellbeing Scrutiny Committee, the Minister for Women and Equalities, the CEO of NHS England and Ian Roome, MP for North Devon.
· Town council to sign collaborative communications from other local parish and town councils regarding this issue.
· Share an update on town council activities regarding this on social media.
Vote outcome: 
	For
	Against
	Abstained
	Outcome

	9
	0
	0
	RESOLVED



162. ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE PROJECTS
· Blister pack recycling scheme: Cllr Mills already collects blister packs for recycling through the Knit and Natter group and is happy to take this project on.  Please could people drop their blister packs into Knit and Natter at the Town Hall every Wednesday between 10am and 12 noon.
· 2027 Gardening Competition: Cllr Cloke volunteered to investigate this option with Torrington in Bloom.  Examples of possible competitions could include: Best Front Garden, Best Hanging Baskets or Best Garden on a Plate (for children).  
163. CCTV UPDATE
The CCTV cameras are in position but not yet functional.  The team installing the cameras is working in the background on the connections and signage has been ordered.

164. FINANCIAL UPDATE:
Approval of the following financial updates were proposed and seconded.  Vote outcome:
	Item
	For
	Against
	Abstained
	Outcome

	Accounts Paid: Aug 2026
	9
	0
	0
	RESOLVED

	Bank Reconciliation: Aug 2026
	9
	0
	0
	RESOLVED

	Funds Transfer: Aug 2026
	9
	0
	0
	RESOLVED

	Summary of Payments over £500
	9
	0
	0
	RESOLVED




165. WORKING GROUPS UPDATE:
· Emergency Planning Working Group: This group met recently: there was great representation from local organisations, and the team was able to identify an emergency hub (Methodist Church) from where activities can be coordinated in an emergency.  The group can now apply for an Emergency Hub Kit.  The next meeting is on 24th November 2026.

166. HEALTH & SAFETY:
None.

167. EVENTS: 

· Civic Service: This year’s Mayor’s Civic Service will take place at St Michael and All Angel’s church on Sunday 11th October at 10am.  A parade will depart Sydney House car park at approximately 9:40am.  
· Remembrance: This year’s Remembrance Sunday parade and service will take place on Sunday 8th November 2026 with the parade forming up and marching from Woodland Vale Care Home.  This years’ service will include several members of the clergy from Great Torrington.  A short service will be led by Fr. Steve Turner on Armistice Day (11th November) at 11am in the cemetery.
· Christmas Lights Switch-on: This event will take place on Saturday 28th November 2026.  The event will start at 4pm and includes a children’s disco, airbrush tattooing for kids, children’s craft activity (lantern making) and carol singing with Torrington Silver Band.  Immediately after the lights have been switched on, live music will be playing in the Town Hall for adults to enjoy.

168. FUNDING REQUESTS:
None.

169. MEMBER UPDATES:
· The Globe Hotel: The board is in the process of appointing someone to run the ‘meanwhile use’ aspect of the downstairs area and are close to appointing the main contractor.
· Tarka Valley Railway: The team will be running a Halloween Special later this month. Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue Service will be undertaking smoke training with dogs on TVR’s trains soon.
· Museum: The museum is still welcoming good numbers of visitors.
· Torri Youth: Is hoping to have the support of volunteers from Bideford to help out after Paula Fuller leaves at the end of the year.
· Dig the Castle: It has been a fantastic two weeks so far with specialists coming from the US, France and Norway to assist with different aspects of the dig.
· Mayfair Committee: Is holding a bingo on 14 November at Torridge Vale Social Club.
· St Michaels Church: Simon Armitage will be holding a recital at St Michaels on Wednesday 14th October.
· St John Ambulance: Cllr Cloke attended their presentation night last week where a member from Great Torrington received an award.
· Army Cadets: Cllr Cloke attended the Torrington Army Cadets Promise Night on Tuesday which was an excellent evening demonstrating the skills of the cadets.

Closed session: To resolve to exclude the press and the public to progress matters of a confidential nature under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings Act) 1960.
Approval to move into the closed session was proposed and seconded.  Vote outcome: 
	For 
	Against
	Abstained
	Outcome

	9
	0
	0
	RESOLVED



170. NEW WEBSITE DESIGN:
Members were provided with 3 quotes for re-designing the town council’s website.  It was proposed and seconded that Option 1 be selected.  Vote outcome:
	For 
	Against
	Abstained
	Outcome

	9
	0
	0
	RESOLVED



Vote to exit closed session:
It was proposed and seconded to come out of the closed session.  Vote outcome:
	For 
	Against
	Abstained
	Outcome

	9
	0
	0
	RESOLVED



171. EQUALITY, DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION:
The council confirms that decisions made at this meeting were in line with Great Torrington Town Council policies.

172. DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 
Full Council Meeting: Wednesday 4th November 2026 at 7pm. 

Meeting closed at 9:24pm.

Signed …………………………………………		Date ………………………..
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