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GREAT TORRINGTON TOWN COUNCIL	
Environment Committee held on Tuesday 29th September 2026 at The Council Committee Room

[bookmark: _Hlk44498875]
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Cllrs L Bright (Chair), D Maisey, and J Insull
[bookmark: _Hlk44498906]ALSO PRESENT:
Jennie Smithson (Town Clerk) and Kate Cooper (Office Administrator)

25. Apologies
Cllr Cllr Parish, Ashley Martin, and Cllr Allin sent in apologies; Cllr Bright proposed that the reasons for these were accepted, Cllr Insull seconded and a vote was taken.
RESOLVED
26. 10-minute period for public contributions.

None
27. Correspondence and other business brought forward by the direction of the Chair
None
28. Declarations of Interest
Cllr J Insull as a member of the Parochial Church Council re. agenda item 33: Church yard lighting.
29. Minutes: confirmation of the minutes of the following meeting:
Draft minutes of the Environment Committee: 14th July 2026. Cllr L Bright proposed to accept, Cllr D Maisey seconded. Vote: unanimous
Draft minutes of the Environment Committee: 21st April 2026. Proposed to accept by Cllr L Bright, seconded by Cllr J Insull. Vote: unanimous

30. Matters Arising:
· Christmas Lights:
Officers have researched options for purchasing Christmas trees for the wall brackets located on local businesses/shops. The average cost of an artificial tree is £154 which means it is prohibitively expensive for the Town Council to pay for them.
The Town Council have paid for the checks on the brackets and will write to business owners to let them know that the brackets are ready if they would like to purchase their own trees.
Action: Officers to write to businesses to encourage them to purchase Christmas trees.
· Dirt Jump Track:
This is one of the projects that was passed to the working group, Increasing Physical Activity. This is now a standalone group working under T100, and are currently prioritizing other projects.
· Wall Mural, Castle Hill View Point:
The condition of the wall is an issue, and officers are waiting for quotes to repair. Cllr Cheryl Cottle-Hunkin is investigating other sites.
· Allotment Wall:
JS reported back about the collapsing wall. Contractors have been approached about a different option. She is waiting for quotes.
· Allotment Event:
The social event was a success and was well-received. It was suggested that it be held annually. The tenants expressed an interest in setting up a What’s App group, but they would need help to start it. 
Introducing awards for various categories was discussed and if this was taken forward, they would need to be advertised well in advance to give tenants time to prepare.
· Trafalgar Drive Playpark:
This project is progressing well it is hoped a phot call will be possible in the Autumn.
	Action: Photo
· Yellow Lines and Parking Bays:
	The proposals have been submitted to Mark James at DCC Highways. There have been some questions that need responses.
· Survey Responses:
A huge return of responses. Cllr Bright thanked JS for organising the survey. Cllr responses can now be informed by the survey. Officers have spent a lot of time on associated work.
JS suggested that councillors read through the responses to summarize the majority concerns. 
In October the number of surveys posted, number returned, percentage of responses returned, percentage for and against can be reported to council. The main concerns of residents can be summarized following the council read through meeting.

31. Blister Packs Recycling Scheme
Cllrs discussed recycling of medical blister packs. In other towns Boots and Superdrug recycle them. It was suggested that GP surgeries, the local pharmacy, the cottage hospital and Castle Hill trustees be contacted to enquire if they could be a collection point.
Action: Email to councillors to ask if someone could manage this project. 

32. Torrington in Bloom – Town Centre Planters
Torrington in Bloom (TIB) members are unable to keep up with the watering of planters in the town. They are looking at ways to reduce the amount of water required, such as planting succulents which need less water. They need help in some way.
Suggestions:
1. Ask certain businesses to sponsor a planter by watering one. They could have a sign on their planter advertising the fact.
2. GTTC technicians could assist with watering if they have capacity.
3. GTTC technicians could help ad hoc with installation of new planters and general DIY when required.
4. An outside tap could be installed next to 14 South St. Also investigate installing a water butt.
Cllr Bright proposed that these suggestions be taken forward, Cllr Maisey seconded. Vote: unanimous.
33. Church Yard Lighting
The church and the regeneration board are looking at getting the lighting reinstated in the churchyard as it is a safety/security concern. Also, as more events are being held in the church, lighting is required.

TDC are working on the project. 

It was suggested that floodlights on the spire would be good for the town. 

34.  Allotment Update
The latest allotment inspection was discussed. Some vacant plots are very overgrown but there is a waiting list for plots. New tenants have started and a new tenancy agreement has been introduced. The wall collapse is an ongoing problem.

Cllr L Bright proposed that people on the waiting list be contacted to ask if they would be interested in taking on an overgrown plot if the rental fee was waived for 2 years. They could also be asked if they would be interested in a smaller plot i.e. share a plot with another as they are overgrown. Cllr Insull seconded the motion. Vote; all in favour.

The possibility of an Environment allotment maintenance budget was also discussed. Some regular maintenance is undertaken by the technicians.

The Commons Allotments Charity budget could concentrate on maintaining the site. Legal requirements for the charity need to be checked. 

Action: JS to write to people on the waiting list offering a free plot for 2 years/half a plot as very overgrown. 

35. Jubilee Wood Update
It is hoped that transfer to the council should be completed by the end of the year.

36. Campaign to Protect Rural England – seminar feedback
Cllr Bright presented an in-depth report on the seminar about battery energy storage units (BESS). 

37. Community Projects – Best Front Garden Competition – Decision
This could be a front garden, window box, hanging basket or planter.
3 categories: 
1. Best front garden 
2. Best window box/hanging basket/planter
3. Best wildlife-friendly front garden.

Ask entrants to put a ticket in their window, email the council to let them know they are taking part in the competition. Advertise in The Crier, online etc. TIB could be involved in the judging. 

The competition could take place in June (check it doesn’t clash with the Southwest in Bloom judging). 
Ask Rosemoor for vouchers as prizes.

Action: Email to councillors asking if they can support. 

38. Future Planning – Budget 27/28
Cllr Maisey offered to look at the charity status of the Commons Allotment Charity to check its remit.
JS asked councillors to contact her if they have any projects they would like considered.

Action: Cllr Maisey check Charities Commission website re Commons Allotment Charity

Action: Councillors to contact JK if they have any future projects they would like to be considered.

39. CCTV Update
JS reported that the CCTV has been installed but it hasn’t gone live yet. Signage has been ordered. Once that is in place and the work to connect the cameras to the TDC Hub is complete the cameras can go live.

The cameras will be monitored and managed by Torridge District Council, so all requests from the police for access to footage will go through TDC.


The next meeting is: Tuesday 19th January, 7pm.

The meeting closed at 8.02pm









Date of next meeting: September 29th

Meeting Closed 8.26 pm


Signed …………………………………………		Date ………………………..
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