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GREAT TORRINGTON TOWN COUNCIL	
Environment Committee held on Tuesday 14th July 2026 at The Council Committee Room

[bookmark: _Hlk44498875]
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Cllrs L Bright (Chair), P Cloke, D Maisey, J Insull, K Allin and D Parish 
[bookmark: _Hlk44498906]ALSO PRESENT:
Jennie Smithson (Town Clerk) and Cllr Cheryl Cottle-Hunkin (Devon County Council – Torrington Rural)

16. Apologies
Cllr Ashley Martin sent in apologies; it was proposed that these were accepted, this was seconded and a vote was taken.
RESOLVED
17. 10-minute period for public contributions.

None
18. Correspondence and other business brought forward by the direction of the Chair
            None
19. Declarations of Interest
Cllr L Bright as a homeowner on South Street re. agenda item 7: Yellow Lines Proposal.
20. Minutes: confirmation of the minutes of the following meeting:
Draft minutes of the Environment Committee: 21st April 2026
These minutes were omitted from the pack and will be approved at the next meeting.
 
21. Matters Arising:
None
It was proposed to suspend Standing Order 3 e, f & g to allow Cllr Cottle-Hunkin the County Councillor for Torrington Rural to take part in discussions.
22. Yellow Lines
Members discussed the plans provided ahead of the meeting and for reference during the meeting.
These plans have been put together with input from DCC Highways, local traders and members of the public.
The below proposals to be put forward to Cllr Cottle-Hunkin for further consideration by DCC, were proposed and seconded with 4 votes in favour and 1 abstention due to a declared interest: 
a) Calf Street – proposal for double yellow lines from the fire station roundabout on the south side of Calf Street across Doe Court to the parking bay.
This is to allow traffic to flow more efficiently along the main route through the town.
b) Gas Lane & Juries Lane – Proposal for signage highlighting pedestrians in the road. This is to improve safety for pedestrians accessing the hospital, and the pre-school.
c) Hatchmoor Road – Proposal for double yellows coming off the roundabout into Hatchmoor Road on the north side of the road.
This is to improve visibility and safety exiting the roundabout.
d) South Street – proposal to support road safety and visibility for drivers in both directions, and to aim to meet standards for Coach Friendly status to support the shops in the town:
i. Remove parking bay outside Instant Images
ii. Double Yellow Lines from the corner of Sydney House Car Park to the top of Mill Street on the south side of the road (to include the corner of SHCP).
iii. Double kerb markings to prevent parking at any time on the corner beyond the existing parking bay.
e) Town Centre – 
i. The top and bottom end of High St on the west side of the square to be parking bays Mon – Sat allowing 30 mins parking no return within 30 mins between 9am -5pm
ii. Lower end of South St outside Pizza Palace/Cabin plus the bay outside Co-Op to be parking bays Mon – Sat allowing 30 mins parking no return within 30 mins between 9am -11pm.
iii. Current loading bay outside the West of England site to be a loading bay 24/7 all year round, to avoid confusion and people parking here in error. Also, a request for clear road markings and roadside signage.
iv. The parking spaces on the east side of the square to remain as parking spaces (30 min parking, no return within 30 mins) Mon – Sat between 9am -5pm, with a request for parking spaces to be marked out to support better parking.
f) New Street – These proposals have been made to improve visibility and road safety along the main route for all traffic through the town. The changes should improve traffic flow -particularly at weekends- and could help the town be more attractive to coach companies bringing visitors to the town, supporting coach friendly status.
i. Double yellow lines between Stonemans Lane and Torrington Arms on the north side of the road.
ii. Double yellow lines from the pedestrian crossing to Whites Lane on the south side of the road, providing some exemption can be allowed for parking for bridal cars at weddings and the hearse at funerals. If this exemption is not possible then the double yellow lines should be placed between Whites Lane and just beyond the churchyard gate going east (before School Lane).
g) New Road - A request for signage to indicate that pedestrians may be in the road either side of the existing crossing between Lady Wash on Castle Hill and W Path, as the speed of traffic here makes using this crossing very dangerous. An extension of the 30mph would be desirable, but signage would help.

Resolved
23. X Links Data Centre 
Members discussed the proposed development of the data centre and Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) by X Links at length.
Members acknowledged there is currently no council position as the council have not met since the proposals were announced.
Members acknowledged the impact the proposals have had on people locally, in terms of mental health & well-being.
Members discussed the level of misinformation and would like to request facts from X Links and confirmation of new dates for the public consultation events and clarification of when the BESS planning application will be submitted.
The following recommendation for Full Council on July 22nd was proposed:
Members would like to explore the costs and viability of a mail shot to houses within the Great Torrington Parish, to gather views from the residents of Great Torrington. This will enable the council to represent the community more accurately.


Wording:
This correspondence has been sent to you as a resident of Great Torrington in response to the recent proposals outlined by X Links in relation to a Battery Energy Storage System and an Artificial Intelligence Data Centre on an 850-acre green belt site on the edge of the parish.
At this early stage GTTC is requesting more detail from X Links regarding their proposals.
To get an accurate sense of the opinion of residents living in Great Torrington please answer the following questions:
1. Based on the information you have received from X Links are you in favour of the development of Battery Energy Storage System within or bordering Great Torrington Parish?
Yes/No
2. Based on the information you have received from X Links are you in favour of the development of an Artificial Intelligence Data Centre within Great Torrington Parish?
Yes/No
This recommendation to be taken to Full Council was proposed and seconded, a vote was taken and members voted unanimously in favour.

RESOLVED.

Cllr L Bright proposed that the meeting reinstate standing orders 3 e, f & g, the proposal was seconded by Cllr Allin. Vote: unanimous.
24. Future Budget Planning
The meeting discussed this and will consider options for the September meeting. 
It was felt that once a strategic plan is in place future planning will be easier.

Date of next meeting: September 29th

Meeting Closed 8.26 pm


Signed …………………………………………		Date ………………………..
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