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GREAT TORRINGTON TOWN COUNCIL



Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 22nd July 2026 at 6:15pm in the Committee Room, Great Torrington Town Council, Castle Hill, Torrington EX38 8AA


MEMBERS PRESENT:	
Cllrs P Cloke, S Mills (Chair), D Parish and D Smith
ALSO PRESENT: 
Jennie Smithson (Town Clerk) and Charlotte Kirby, (Deputy Town Clerk) 

1. APOLOGIES: Cllrs Brown (ill health), Isaac (work commitments) and Sanders (resignation today).
Acceptance of apologies was proposed and seconded.  Vote outcome: 
	For
	Against
	Abstained
	Outcome

	4
	0
	0
	RESOLVED



Cllrs Watson-Davies was absent without apologies.

2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:
Cllrs Cloke, Mills, Parish and Smith declared non-registerable interests in agenda item 7a (application ref: 1/0452/2026/LBC).  Cllr Smith declared an Other Registerable interest in agenda item 7a (application ref: 1/0452/2026/LBC).
3. PU/BLIC CONTRIBUTIONS: 
None. 
4. MINUTES: CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE FOLLOWING MEETINGS:   
Planning Committee Meeting: 15th July 2026
Approval of the meeting minutes was proposed and seconded.  Vote outcome: 

	For
	Against
	Abstained
	Outcome

	4
	0
	0
	RESOLVED



5. MATTERS ARISING FOR THE ABOVE MINUTES
None.
6. CORRESPONDENCE AND MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIR   AS  A MATTER OF URGENCY:
None.  
7. CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED: 

a. 1/0452/2026/LBC: Repair and stabilisation works, demolition of modern rear structures and provision temporary WC facilities
Location: Globe Hotel, Torrington, Devon 

Members raised no concerns with this application.

A recommendation of no objections was proposed and seconded.  Vote outcome:
	For
	Against
	Abstained
	Outcome

	3
	0
	1 (Cllr Smith)
	RESOLVED



b. 1/0949/2024/FULM: Proposed erection of 9 residential dwellings, erection of a Community Lounge and Café building, and erection of a Children’s Nursery and associated works (Amended proposal and drawings)
Location: Hatchmoor Nursing Home, Torrington, Devon EX38 7AT

Members conducted a site visit today to look closely at the access route proposed by the applicant which has been objected to by numerous local residents.

Following their site visit, Members agreed that the access route proposed is not ideal.  Holt Meadow is a very small, quiet residential road.  Access into Holt Meadow from Halcyon View is tight (particularly for large vehicles) and there are a large number of cars parked on Hatchmoor Common Lane immediately opposite the entrance to Halcyon View (the main entrance to this small development) which causes difficulties with egress from the estate.  Members also noted that a children’s play park has been located on the corner of Holt Meadow and Halcyon View.

Members would like both Torridge District Council and Devon County Council’s Highways teams to conduct site visits to the area to look at these issues.  

Members suggested a number of alternative access options for the applicant and the Planning Authority to consider:
· Access via the end of Halcyon View rather than Holt Meadow. (Blue on attached map)
· If access is routed via Halcyon View, Members suggested that a one-way system could be implemented into the new development with vehicles entering via Halcyon View and exiting via Holt Meadow.  This would reduce the volume of traffic in Holt Meadow.
· Access via the southern side of Hatchmoor Nursing Home, with the access road running between the nursing home and the adjacent rugby pitch. (Red on attached map).
· Access via the recently approved new industrial estate area which is in a neighbouring field. (Yellow on attached map).
Please see map in Appendix A highlighting these alternative routes.
Members stressed the fact that they are in favour of this application, however they do not feel the access route proposed is appropriate given the large volume of traffic which will use this road during nursery drop-off and pick-up times.
It was proposed and seconded that the feedback outlined above be shared with the Planning Authority.  Vote outcome:
	For
	Against
	Abstained
	Outcome

	4
	0
	0
	RESOLVED



c. 1/0494/2026/FUL: Proposed opening in wall and new boundary wall
Location: Rear of 3 High Street, Torrington, Devon EX38 8HN

A recommendation of no objections was proposed and seconded.  Vote outcome:
	For
	Against
	Abstained
	Outcome

	4
	0
	0
	RESOLVED



d. 1/0495/2026/LBC: Proposed opening in wall and new boundary wall
Location: Rear of 3 High Street, Torrington, Devon EX38 8HN
Members had no concerns with this application.

A recommendation of no objections was proposed and seconded.  Vote outcome:
	For
	Against
	Abstained
	Outcome

	4
	0
	0
	RESOLVED




8. RESPONSES FROM TORRIDGE DISTRICT COUNCIL AND DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL: FOR INFORMATION.
None.

9. Closed session: Closed session: Items to be discussed which exclude the press and the public. (To exclude members of the public and the press to progress matters of a confidential nature under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings Act) 1960 and Local Government Act 1972, ss 100 & 102.)
Nil business.

10. DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  
Next Planning Committee meeting: 29 July 2026 at 10am
Meeting closed at 6:42pm.
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Appendix A: Proposed alternative access routes 
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