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GREAT TORRINGTON TOWN COUNCIL



Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 3rd June 2026 at 10:00am in the Committee Room, Great Torrington Town Council, Castle Hill, Torrington EX38 8AA


MEMBERS PRESENT:	
Cllrs P Cloke, S Mills (Chair), J Isaac and D Parish
ALSO PRESENT: 
Charlotte Kirby, (Deputy Town Clerk) 

1. APOLOGIES: Cllrs Brown (ill health) and Smith (other commitment).
Acceptance of apologies was proposed and seconded.  Vote outcome: 
	For
	Against
	Abstained
	Outcome

	4
	0
	0
	RESOLVED



Cllrs Sanders and Watson-Davies were absent without apologies.

2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:
Cllrs Isaac and Mills declared non-registerable interests in agenda item 7a (application ref: 1/1014/2025/FUL).  Cllr Mills declared a non-registerable interest in agenda item 7b (application ref: 1/0262/2026/FUL)
3. PUBLIC CONTRIBUTIONS: 
None. 
4. MINUTES: CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE FOLLOWING MEETINGS:   
Planning Committee Meeting: 6th May 2026
Approval of the meeting minutes was proposed and seconded.  Vote outcome: 
Resolved

5. MATTERS ARISING FOR THE ABOVE MINUTES
None.
6. CORRESPONDENCE AND MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIR   AS  A MATTER OF URGENCY:
Concerns regarding the removal of a large section of hedgerow, installation of a new gate/entrance and wooden chalet building at Well Meadow, Juries Lane has been brought to the committee’s attention by a local resident.  There are concerns that these works have been undertaken without planning consent and during the nesting season.  The Deputy Town Clerk will forward the correspondence received, along with photographs, to Torridge District Council’s Building Control team for further investigation.
  
7. CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED: 

a. 1/1014/2025/FUL: Erection of 2 no. dwellings
Location: 46 Well Street, Torrington, Devon EX38 7BW

Members noted a significant number of objections from local residents had been lodged since this application was last reviewed by the committee on 11 February 2026. 

After reviewing the new and amended documentation for this application, Members of the Planning Committee agreed that comments made previously in February 2026 are still relevant.  Therefore, in light of the significant number of objections from local residents, this Planning Committee has not changed its position.

It was proposed and seconded to re-submit the comments provided previously to Torridge District Council as follows:

Members of the public have made representations to Great Torrington Town Council with objections based on the following material planning considerations:
· Overlooking and loss of privacy
· Highways issues
Taking into consideration Policy T3: Residential Parking of the Great Torrington Neighbourhood Plan, Members made the following comments regarding access to this site: 
· Access to the site is very narrow between two houses with poor visibility exiting onto Well Street. 
· The proposal includes parking for 6 cars, however on-street parking in Well Street is an ongoing issue with vehicles regularly parked very close to the driveway entrance and on the opposite side of the road: this is is likely to make entering and exiting the driveway and the planned parking spaces very difficult if not impossible.  
· Well Street is a busy access route for pedestrians, in particular at school drop-off and pick-up times, therefore with poor visibility on exiting the driveway, this could be a hazard for pedestrians.  
Members recommend that a site visit be undertaken as part of Torridge District Council’s assessment of this application.
Vote outcome:
	For
	2

	Against
	0

	Abstained
	2 (Cllrs Isaac and Mills declared an interest)

	Outcome
	RESOLVED




b. 1/0262/2026/FUL: Erection of 2 no. dwellings and associated works (Amended red edge)
Location: Land off Pope’s Lane, Sandford Gardens, Torrington, Devon
Members noted the amended Location Plan provided by the applicant which now excludes the hard standing areas in front of the garages in Sandford Gardens. The other comments raised by this committee in May have not been addressed.
Members also noted the large number of objections to this application lodged since this committee last reviewed it on 6th May 2026.  
In light of the significant number of objections raised by local residents, this committee’s opinion on this application remains the same.  It was proposed and seconded to submit the following comments to Torridge District Council:
· Access: Currently there is only pedestrian access from Sandford Gardens into Pope’s Lane with land either side of the access being owned by other people.  How does the applicant propose to access the site given that the entry-way onto Pope’s Lane from Sandford Gardens is so narrow and the walls either side of the entrance are owned by other landowners?
· Gradient of Pope’s Lane: Pope’s Lane is very steep at the point at which the access route is proposed to cross from Sandford Gardens into the development site.  How does the applicant plan to manage this gradient for vehicular access?
· Construction traffic access: Sandford Gardens is a narrow residential street which often has cars parked on both sides of the street.  Members had concerns about how construction traffic will manage access to the site through Sandford Gardens.  
Vote outcome:
	For
	3

	Against
	0

	Abstained
	1 (Cllr Mills declared an interest)

	Outcome
	RESOLVED




8. RESPONSES FROM TORRIDGE DISTRICT COUNCIL AND DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL: FOR INFORMATION.
a. 1/0222/2026/FUL: Erection of garden shed
Location: 3 Market Gardens, Torrington, Devon EX38 8FD: PERMISSION GRANTED: NOTED
b. 1/0973/2025/LA: Construction of a sand dressed floodlit playzone, include hard standing area, sports fencing and advertising funding banners
Location: Tennis Courts at Grid Referece 249594 119408, Bests Lane, Torrington, Devon: PERMISSION GRANTED: NOTED

9. Closed session: Closed session: Items to be discussed which exclude the press and the public. (To exclude members of the public and the press to progress matters of a confidential nature under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings Act) 1960 and Local Government Act 1972, ss 100 & 102.)
Nil business.

10. DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  
Next Planning Committee meeting 17th June 2026 at 10am.
Meeting closed at 10:34am.
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