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GREAT TORRINGTON TOWN COUNCIL	
Policy and Finance Committee held on                Wednesday 11th March 2026 at 7pm in the Council’s Committee Room

[bookmark: _Hlk44498875]MEMBERS PRESENT: Cllr D Parish (Chair), S Mills (Vice Chair), K Allin, C Bright, B Ashley-Martin, P Cloke, L Kite and D Maisey.
[bookmark: _Hlk44498906]
ALSO PRESENT: Jennie Smithson (Town Clerk), Kate Cooper (Office Administrator) 

23. Apologies:
Cllr Smith would like the committee to acknowledge that he is no longer on this committee. His inclusion is an administrative error.
24. Declaration of Interests
           Completed prior to the meeting & declared verbally as each item arises.
25. 15-minute period for Public Contributions
None.
26. Correspondence and matters brought forward by the Chairman as a matter of urgency.
None

27. Minutes: Confirmation of the minutes of the following meeting

a. Draft Minutes of the Policy and Finance Meeting 18th November 2025
Cllr Mills proposed to confirm and approve the draft minutes, Cllr Ashley-Martin seconded the proposal, the meeting voted unanimously to accept the minutes. RESOLVED

28. Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) – Members considered the proposals put forward for LGR in Devon. A covering letter will be sent in response to the consultation as well as the responses to the questionnaire. Responses to the consultation questions are included as an appendix.

Members voted individually for a favoured proposal:

Devon County Council model – 6 Votes
Torbay Model – 0 Votes
Plymouth & Exeter Model – 2 Votes
Districts 1 - 0 Votes
Districts 2 - 0 Votes


29. Cllr Parish proposed that Agenda Item 7 ‘Torridgeside Lease’ be moved to the closed session as it refers to legal fees. Cllr Mills seconded and members voted in unanimously favour.

30. Budget Forecast
The Town Clerk summarised the financial position as we approach the end of the financial year.
GTTC will complete the year within overall budget, and any underspend will be allocated to reserves or ringfenced for future projects.


31. Replacement Noticeboard

Members discussed the report provided by the Deputy Town Clerk regarding the requirements (position, design, cost, permissions, external funding) for a replacement noticeboard. Donations from the Locality Funds from the County Councillor and the District Councillors totalling £400 have been agreed.
Cllr Allin proposed that the quotation was approved and that GTTC fund the remaining cost of £370 for the replacement notice board, Cllr Ashley-Martin seconded the proposal. A vote was taken – all in favour. RESOLVED 

32. Accessibility Statement
Members discussed the contents of the updated statement and its importance in relation to Assertion 10 for the Annual Governance Accountability Return 2026.
Cllr Ashley- Martin proposed that the statement be approved and adopted, Cllr Cloke seconded, a vote was taken – all in favour. RESOLVED

33. It was resolved to exclude the press and the public to progress matters of a confidential nature under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings Act) 1960 and Local Government Act 1972 ss 100 & 102. 
Cllr C Bright proposed, Cllr Maisey seconded a vote was taken, all in favour.
34. Staffing update

Staffing increments for the 26/27 financial year were noted.

35. Museum maintenance
Cllr Mills declared an interest in this item as a trustee of Torrington Museum and did not take part in the vote.
Quotes for replacement windows were considered. Cllr Allin proposed to accept the quote from Trade Windows, Cllr Cloke seconded, a vote was taken: 7 in favour, 1 abstention. (Cllr Mills)

36. Lease
Legal fees in relation to the Torridgeside Lease extension were discussed.
An invoice will be generated to cross-charge the legal fees.

Cllr C Bright proposed to exit the closed session, Cllr Maisey seconded, a vote was taken - all in favour. 
Date of the next meeting, TBC at the Annual Business Metting in May.
Meeting closed at 20:40




       
Signed …………………………………………		Date ………………………..


Appendix 1:

Local Government Reorganisation
Consultation Responses:

2 Are you responding as an individual or providing an official response on behalf of an organisation?
Official response on behalf of an organisation
3 Are you providing the official response from a named consultee?
No
4 In which council area is your address? (if you are responding as an individual this is your home address. If you are responding as an
organisation this is your organisation address)
Devon County Council
5 If you are responding on behalf of an organisation, please let us know the organisation's name:
Organisation:
Great Torrington Town Council
6 If you are responding on behalf of an organisation, please let us know your position within the organisation:
Position in organisation::
Town Clerk
7 If you are responding on behalf of an organisation, please select the type of organisation from the options below:
Local government - parish/town council
8 What is your email address?
Email address::
admin@great-torringtontowncouncil.gov.uk
Personal Data
1 Please read and tick the box before proceeding with the consultation
The sections for each proposal in this consultation include free text boxes where you can explain your answers. Please tick this box to confirm that you
will not include information which may identify an individual in these boxes
Consultation on the Proposal from Devon County Council.
1 To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposal suggests councils that are based on sensible geographies and economic areas?
Dropdown answers:
Somewhat agree
2 To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposed councils will be able to deliver the outcomes they describe in the proposal?
Dropdown answers:
Somewhat agree
3 To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposed councils are the right size to be efficient, improve capacity and withstand
financial shocks?
Dropdown answers:
Somewhat agree
4 To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposed councils will deliver high quality, sustainable public services?
Dropdown answers:
Neither agree nor disagree
5 To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposal has been informed by local views and will meet local needs?
Dropdown answers:
Strongly disagree
6 To what extent do you agree or disagree that establishing the councils in this proposal will support devolution arrangements?
Dropdown answers:
Somewhat disagree
7 To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposal enables stronger community engagement and gives the opportunity for
neighbourhood empowerment?
Dropdown answers:
Strongly disagree
8 If you would like to, please use the free text box to explain the answers you have provided to questions 1-7 referring to the question
numbers as part of your answer. You may also use the box to provide any other comments you have on the proposal.
Text box to add further comments:
A covering letter will be supplied
9 I confirm that I have not provided any information that identifies an individual in the free text box.
Yes
Consultation on the Proposal from South Hams District Council, Teignbridge District Council, and West Devon Borough
Council
1 To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposal suggests councils that are based on sensible geographies and economic areas?
Dropdown answers:
Strongly disagree
2 To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposed councils will be able to deliver the outcomes they describe in the proposal?
Dropdown answers:
Strongly disagree
3 To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposed councils are the right size to be efficient, improve capacity and withstand
financial shocks?
Dropdown answers:
Strongly disagree
4 To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposed councils will deliver high quality, sustainable public services?
Dropdown answers:
Strongly disagree
5 To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposal has been informed by local views and will meet local needs?
Dropdown answers:
Strongly disagree
6 To what extent do you agree or disagree that establishing the councils in this proposal will support devolution arrangements?
Dropdown answers:
Strongly disagree
7 To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposal enables stronger community engagement and gives the opportunity for
neighbourhood empowerment?
Dropdown answers:
Strongly disagree
8 If you would like to, please use the free text box to explain the answers you have provided to questions 1-7 referring to the question
numbers as part of your answer. You may also use the box to provide any other comments you have on the proposal.
Text box to add further comments:
None
9 I confirm that I have not provided any information that identifies an individual in the free text box.
Yes
Consultation on the Proposal from East Devon Borough Council, Mid Devon District Council, North Devon Council, and
Torridge District Council
1 To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposal suggests councils that are based on sensible geographies and economic areas?
Dropdown answers:
Strongly disagree
2 To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposed councils will be able to deliver the outcomes they describe in the proposal?
dropdown answers:
Strongly disagree
3 To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposed councils are the right size to be efficient, improve capacity and withstand
financial shocks?
dropdown answers:
Strongly disagree
4 To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposed councils will deliver high quality, sustainable public services?
Dropdown answers:
Strongly disagree
5 To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposal has been informed by local views and will meet local needs?
Dropdown answers:
Strongly disagree
6 To what extent do you agree or disagree that establishing the councils in this proposal will support devolution arrangements?
Dropdown answers:
Strongly disagree
7 To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposal enables stronger community engagement and gives the opportunity for
neighbourhood empowerment?
Dropdown answers:
Strongly disagree
8 If you would like to, please use the free text box to explain the answers you have provided to questions 1-7 referring to the question
numbers as part of your answer. You may also use the box to provide any other comments you have on the proposal.
Text box to add further comments:
None
9 This is a proposal that is accompanied by a request that the Secretary of State considers boundary change or that affects wider public
services. To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposal sets out a strong public services and financial sustainability justification
for boundary change?
Dropdown answers:
Strongly disagree
10 If you would like to, please use this free text box to explain your answer to question 9.
Text box to add further comments:
None
11 I confirm that I have not provided any information that identifies an individual in the free text boxes.
Yes
Consultation on the Proposal from Exeter City Council and Plymouth City Council
1 To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposal suggests councils that are based on sensible geographies and economic areas?
Dropdown answers:
Somewhat agree
2 To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposed councils will be able to deliver the outcomes they describe in the proposal?
dropdown answers:
Somewhat agree
3 To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposed councils are the right size to be efficient, improve capacity and withstand
financial shocks?
dropdown answers:
Somewhat disagree
4 To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposed councils will deliver high quality, sustainable public services?
Dropdown answers:
Neither agree nor disagree
5 To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposal has been informed by local views and will meet local needs?
Dropdown answers:
Strongly disagree
6 To what extent do you agree or disagree that establishing the councils in this proposal will support devolution arrangements?
Dropdown answers:
Somewhat disagree
7 To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposal enables stronger community engagement and gives the opportunity for
neighbourhood empowerment?
Dropdown answers:
Strongly disagree
8 If you would like to, please use the free text box to explain the answers you have provided to questions 1-7 referring to the question
numbers as part of your answer. You may also use the box to provide any other comments you have on the proposal.
Text box to add further comments:
Covering letter will be supplied
9 This is a proposal that is accompanied by a request that the Secretary of State considers boundary change or that affects wider public
services. To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposal sets out a strong public services and financial sustainability justification
for boundary change?
Dropdown answers:
Neither agree nor disagree
10 If you would like to, please use this free text box to explain your answer to question 9.
Text box to add further comments:
A covering letter will be supplied
11 I confirm that I have not provided any information that identifies an individual in the free text boxes.
Yes
Consultation on the Proposal from Torbay Council
1 To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposal suggests councils that are based on sensible geographies and economic areas?
Dropdown answers:
Strongly disagree
2 To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposed councils will be able to deliver the outcomes they describe in the proposal?
dropdown answers:
Strongly disagree
3 To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposed councils are the right size to be efficient, improve capacity and withstand
financial shocks?
dropdown answers:
Strongly disagree
4 To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposed councils will deliver high quality, sustainable public services?
Dropdown answers:
Strongly disagree
5 To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposal has been informed by local views and will meet local needs?
Dropdown answers:
Strongly disagree
6 To what extent do you agree or disagree that establishing the councils in this proposal will support devolution arrangements?
Dropdown answers:
Strongly disagree
7 To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposal enables stronger community engagement and gives the opportunity for
neighbourhood empowerment?
Dropdown answers:
Strongly disagree
8 If you would like to, please use the free text box to explain the answers you have provided to questions 1-7 referring to the question
numbers as part of your answer. You may also use the box to provide any other comments you have on the proposal.
Text box to add further comments:
None
9 This is a proposal that is accompanied by a request that the Secretary of State considers boundary change or that affects wider public
services. To what extent do you agree or disagree that the proposal sets out a strong public services and financial sustainability justification
for boundary change?
Dropdown answers:
Strongly disagree
10 If you would like to, please use this free text box to explain your answer to question 9.
Text box to add further comments:
None
11 I confirm that I have not provided any information that identifies an individual in the free text boxes.
Yes
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