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GREAT TORRINGTON TOWN COUNCIL	
Environment Committee held on Tuesday 21ST April 2026 at The Council Committee Room

[bookmark: _Hlk44498875]
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Cllrs L Bright (Chair), B Ashley-Martin, P Cloke, D Maisey, J Insull, K Allin and D Parish 
[bookmark: _Hlk44498906]ALSO PRESENT:
Jennie Smithson (Town Clerk) and Kate Cooper (Office Administrator)

51. Apologies
NONE
52. 10-minute period for public contributions.

None
53. Correspondence and other business brought forward by the direction of the Chair
JS had received an email regarding dog fouling in Dartington Fields. She has responded detailing GTTC’s actions concerning this in the past. No further action to be taken at this time. 
54. Declarations of Interest
Cllr L Bright as a homeowner on South Street re. agenda item 8: Christmas lights extension on South Street.
55. Minutes: confirmation of the minutes of the following meeting:
Draft minutes of the Environment Committee: 14th January 2026
Cllr Cloke proposed to approve the minutes: Cllr L Bright seconded the proposal; a vote was taken – all in favour.
 
56. Matters Arising:
CCTV update - Torridge District Council have offered to monitor Gt Torrington’s CCTV. JS is waiting for clarification on the detail of the offer so it can be compared to N Devon District Council’s service.
57. Town Tidy

Cllr K Allin will organise. To be held on Saturday 2nd May at 10am. Residents and business owners will be encouraged to spruce up where they live or their business area. It is to be a community effort to show Torrington at its best before Mayfair. No central meeting point. TDC have litter picking equipment. The Commons Conservators might have some that could be borrowed. TBC
Action: Cllr K Allin will organise the spring clean and arrange an extra rubbish collection from the back of the Castle Hill building.
Action: JS will organise for a final post on Facebook at 9.30am that morning to remind people. It will be promoted on GTTC social media.

58. Extending Christmas Lights/Decorations 
JS reported that it is not feasible to extend the lights after research.
Cllrs discussed the installation of mini-Christmas trees using the existing brackets which were checked last year.
Cllr L Bright proposed that further investigation be undertaken into public liability insurance and to gauge interest from the local businesses. GTTC to offer a tree and lights to interested parties with businesses then paying for the energy costs.
Cllr K Allin seconded the proposal. Vote:  unanimous

Actions: Research public liability insurance and local interest

59. Dirt Jump Park – Guest Speaker
A request was made to the committee to help create/install a dirt jump park in the town. The pros and cons of a park were presented, along with examples of sites in other towns such as North Tawton, Barnstaple, Tavistock and Okehampton. Locations in Torrington were suggested. ½ an acre would be ideal. Finding a suitable site is the most challenging aspect.
JS suggested Greenbank Park could be investigated as a potential location, or alongside the second rugby pitch at Hatchmoor.
Research could be conducted by the new increasing physical activity working group being set up to look at enhancing physical activities on offer in the town.

Action: Write to the guest speaker to thank them for presenting to the town council.
Action: Ask the new working group to research it
60. Mural on the old shelter rear wall - approval
The resident whose property backs onto the wall has objected to the mural. The clerk will continue to investigate options at this site and set up a meeting with the homeowner to establish concerns. 
Other possible sites were discussed such as Windy Corner and Well Street. 
Cllr D Parsh proposed to approve the initial cost of £150 for the paint and to make further investigations into a site. Cllr B Ashley-Martin seconded the motion. Vote: all in favour
61. Tarka Sculpture Trail - update
Cllr Isaac has written a piece in the Crier which indicates that the trail will be in place by May half-term.
62. Future Planning – Budget 27/28
A handrail from Sydney House car park to Old Maids Walk was suggested. This has been looked at previously and there was an issue over who owns the wall it would be attached to. 
Money to set up a local Park Run and a Dirt Jump Park could be set aside. 
Cllrs would like an Environment Committee budget. JS explained how it is currently organised and the process. Many of the council’s cost codes have an environmental aspect.
63. Allotment Issues – update

A recent inspection has been undertaken and as a result some notices to quit and requests to tend to plots have been issued.

Rubbish still needs clearing from the site. JS is looking GTTC purchasing a waste licence to be able to carry & dispose of waste. Staff are also researching if someone could move the rubbish nearer the gateway, where it would be easier to collect.

Plot management is going well, and a new tenancy agreement has been drawn up. 

Councillors would like to hold a community event in June/July to celebrate the allotments.

Awards could be given in various categories, such as best allotment, most improved allotment etc.

JS reported back about the collapsing wall. 4 different contractors have been approached about rebuilding the stone wall. She is waiting for quotes.

Action: Organise a community event and awards


64. Closed session to resolve to exclude the press and the public to progress matters of a confidential nature in line with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings Act) 1960 and Local Government Act 1972, ss 100 & 102 & paragraphs 1 and 2 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended), on the basis that individuals may be identifiable in relation to items 24-27 and that quotes from businesses will be discussed in relation to item 28 & 29.

Proposed by Cllr K Allin, seconded by Cllr D Parish. Vote: unanimous.

65. Trafalgar Drive Play Park

Decision on equipment & funding recommendation.

Cllrs D Parish, P Cloke and B Ashley-Martin had visited the site.

Members discussed three options for the site.
Members were keen to provide the equipment that had been most popular when gathering feedback, despite it exceeding the current budget.

The Skyrail was proposed as the favoured piece of equipment as it would offer a different play experience to the other parks in Torrington, and is a close match for the most popular option when local children were consulted.

Cllr L Bright proposed the Skyrail, Cllr K Allin seconded the proposal. Vote in favour: unanimous

Action: Investigate alternative sources of funding and request additional budget allocation.

Cllr L Bright proposed to come out of the closed session, Cllr P Cloke seconded the motion. Vote: all in favour.

Date of next meeting: tbc at the Annual Business Meeting.

Meeting Closed 8.28pm


Signed …………………………………………		Date ………………………..
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