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GREAT TORRINGTON TOWN COUNCIL



Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 11th  March 2026 at 10:00am in the Committee Room, Great Torrington Town Council, Castle Hill, Torrington EX38 8AA


MEMBERS PRESENT:	
Cllrs P Cloke, S Mills (Chair), D Parish and D Smith.
ALSO PRESENT: 
Jennie Smithson (Town Clerk) and Charlotte Kirby, (Deputy Town Clerk) 

138. APOLOGIES: Cllr M Brown
Acceptance of apologies was proposed and seconded.  Vote outcome: 
	For
	Against
	Abstained
	Outcome

	4
	0
	0
	RESOLVED



Cllrs Isaac and Watson-Davies were absent without apologies.
Post-meeting note: Cllr Sanders sent her apologies at 9:45am via email, however these were not seen by Officers until after the meeting.

139.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:
The committee as a whole declared a Non-Registerable Interest in agenda item 8f (application 1/0140/2026/LA) as the Town Council has expressed an interest in renting one of the industrial units from Torridge District Council (TDC) once they are completed.  

140. PUBLIC CONTRIBUTIONS: 
None. 
141. MINUTES: CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE FOLLOWING MEETINGS:   
Planning Committee Meeting: 11th February 2026
Approval of the meeting minutes was proposed and seconded.  Vote outcome: 
Resolved

142. MATTERS ARISING FOR THE ABOVE MINUTES
None.
143. CORRESPONDENCE AND MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIR   AS  A MATTER OF URGENCY:
None.
144. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN REFRESHER:
Agenda item removed from today’s meeting: included in agenda in error.

145. CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED: 

a. 1/0101/2026/FUL: Proposed conversion of a redundant barn to 1 no. dwelling, access improvements and associated work (self-build)
Location: Agricultural building at Grid Reference 250761 121466, Torrington, Devon 
A response of NO OBJECTION was proposed and seconded for this application.  Vote outcome:
	For
	Against
	Abstained
	Outcome

	4
	0
	0
	RESOLVED




b. 1/0141/2026/FUL: Installation of outbuilding in garden
Location: 6 Castle Street, Torrington, Devon EX38 8EZ

A response of NO OBJECTION was proposed and seconded for this application.  Vote outcome:
	For
	Against
	Abstained
	Outcome

	4
	0
	0
	RESOLVED




c. 1/0142/2026/LBC: Installation of outbuilding in garden
Location: 6 Castle Street, Torrington, Devon EX38 8EZ
A response of NO OBJECTION was proposed and seconded for this application.  Vote outcome:

	For
	Against
	Abstained
	Outcome

	4
	0
	0
	RESOLVED




d. 1/0135/2026/FUL: Erection of shed to rear and installation of solar panels on south facing roof
Location: 7 Market Gardens, Torrington, Devon EX38 8FD
A response of NO OBJECTION was proposed and seconded for this application.  Vote outcome:
	For
	Against
	Abstained
	Outcome

	4
	0
	0
	RESOLVED




e. 1/0185/2026/OUTM: Outline application for the erection of 10 no. dwellings with all matters reserved except for access
Location: Devon County Council, Gas Lane, Torrington, Devon
	Members noted concerns raised by local residents regarding this application. Some objections have been raised directly with TDC and others can be found in the Supporting Statement dated 21 Jan 2026 submitted to TDC by the applicant.  
	Following a review of the documentation provided, Members raised concerns about the following:
· Highways: Members have concerns about access to the proposed application site.  Gas Lane is a narrow country lane with a national speed limit, poor visibility and limited pavement for pedestrians. Multiple access points from the scout hut, Little Frogs pre-school, the catholic church, Best’s Lane and the entrance to the old highways depot converge onto the same small area, potentially causing conflict with vehicles emerging from all of these points.  At certain times of day there are pedestrians (including small children and pushchairs) in the road walking to Little Frogs pre-school as the pavement stops before the entrance to Little Frogs.  Members are concerned that the increased volume of traffic generated by these new dwellings could pose a safety risk to pedestrians accessing facilities along Gas Lane.
· Overlooking & loss of privacy: Local residents have raised concerns regarding a loss of privacy with the development of this site.
· Noise/disturbance, smell and fumes: The business N&P Tyres located on Gas Lane is situated immediately behind plot 1 of the proposed development.  Members raised concerns that the noise and smells emanating from this garage could have a detrimental impact to the new residence, therefore increasing the risk of complaints being made against what is a long-established local business.  Members felt strongly that they do not want this new residential development to have a detrimental impact on any local, already established businesses.

A response of OBJECTION and a recommendation for TDC Planning to undertake a site visit was proposed and seconded for this application.  Vote outcome:
	For
	Against
	Abstained
	Outcome

	3
	0
	1 (Cllr Smith)
	RESOLVED




f. 1/0140/2026/LA: Hybrid application consisting of full planning application for flexible employment development units (Use Classes B2, B8, E(g) and E(c) (Phase 1)) with associated infrastructure works and outline planning application (with all matters reserved except access) for the construction of flexible employment floorspace and associated infrastructure works
Location: Land at Hatchmoor Road, Great Torrington, Devon
Members noted the comments from local residents and businesses regarding the recommendation to extend the 30mph speed limit on the B3227 beyond the entrance to the application site and were in favour of this suggestion.  If this is not possible, then perhaps double white lines could be considered on the stretch of the B3227 between the entrance to the current Hatchmoor Industrial Estate and the turning off towards Kingscott to prevent overtaking which is a common occurrence on this stretch of road.  
Members are confident this development will have many benefits for the town including an increase in the number of industrial units which are much needed, it will have a positive effect on employment opportunities in the town, help to retain businesses already established in Great Torrington and will facilitate the improvement of infrastructure for businesses locally.
A response of NO OBJECTION was proposed and seconded for this application.  Vote outcome:
	For
	Against
	Abstained
	Outcome

	4
	0
	0
	RESOLVED



	
146. RESPONSES FROM TORRIDGE DISTRICT COUNCIL AND DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL: FOR INFORMATION.
a. 1/0557/2025/FUL: Creation of a 9 bedroom House of Multiple Occupancy (Sui Generis) in lieu of permission 1/0144/2025/FUL.  Ground floor and basement retained in part as commercial use.
Location: 18 South Street, Torrington, Devon EX38 8AA: APPLICATION  REFUSED: NOTED

b. 1/0498/2025/OUT: Outline application for the erection of up to 5 no. dwellings with all matters reserved (Amended description)
Location: Land At Grid Reference 250773 119410, Hatchmoor Road, Torrington, Devon: PERMISSION GRANTED: NOTED

c. 1/0937/2025/ADV: Erection of 2 pole mounted entrance sign boards.
Location: Station Yard, Torrington, Devon: PERMISSION GRANTED: NOTED

147. Closed session: Closed session: Items to be discussed which exclude the press and the public. (To exclude members of the public and the press to progress matters of a confidential nature under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings Act) 1960 and Local Government Act 1972, ss 100 & 102.)
Nil business.

148. DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  
Next Planning Committee meeting 25th March 2026 at 10am.
Meeting closed at 11:09am.
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