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GREAT TORRINGTON TOWN COUNCIL



Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 11th  February 2026 at 10:00am in the Committee Room, Great Torrington Town Council, Castle Hill, Torrington EX38 8AA


MEMBERS PRESENT:	
Cllrs P Cloke, J Isaac, S Mills (Chair) and D Smith.
ALSO PRESENT: 
Jennie Smithson (Town Clerk) and Charlotte Kirby, (Deputy Town Clerk) 

126. APOLOGIES: Cllr M Brown
Acceptance of apologies was proposed and seconded.  Vote outcome: 
	For
	4

	Against
	0

	Abstained
	0

	Outcome
	RESOLVED



Post-meeting note: Cllr C Sanders provided her apologies after the meeting had started.

127.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:
Cllr Isaac declared a Non-Registerable Interest in agenda item 8b.  

128. PUBLIC CONTRIBUTIONS: 
None. 
129. MINUTES: CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE FOLLOWING MEETINGS     AND PASS SUCH RESOLUTIONS THERON AS DEEMED ADVISABLE:
Planning Committee Meeting: 14th January 2026
Approval of the meeting minutes was proposed and seconded.  Vote outcome: 
	For
	4

	Against
	0

	Abstained
	0

	Outcome
	RESOLVED



130. MATTERS ARISING FOR THE ABOVE MINUTES
None.
131. CORRESPONDENCE AND MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIR   AS  A MATTER OF URGENCY:
None.
132. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN REFRESHER:
The Deputy Town Clerk delivered refresher training on the Great Torrington Neighbourhood Plan.

133. CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED: 

a. 1/0068/2026/FUL: Conversion of former nightclub into 1 no. dwelling
Location: 10 South Street, Torrington, Devon EX38 8HE
Members commented that this proposed redevelopment of an existing disused building into a bungalow is in support of Policy H1 (section 8.14) of the Great Torrington Neighbourhood Plan which stipulates that the needs of older households be considered in a town with an ageing population.
A response of no objections was proposed and seconded for this application.  Vote outcome:
	For
	4

	Against
	0

	Abstained
	0

	Outcome
	RESOLVED




b. 1/1014/2025/FUL: Erection of 2 no. dwellings
Location: 46 Well Street, Torrington, Devon EX38 7BW

Members of the public have made representations to Great Torrington Town Council with objections based on the following material planning considerations:
· Overlooking and loss of privacy
· Highways issues
Taking into consideration Policy T3: Residential Parking of the Great Torrington Neighbourhood Plan, Members made the following comments regarding access to this site: 
· Access to the site is very narrow between two houses with poor visibility exiting onto Well Street. 
· The proposal includes parking for 6 cars, however on-street parking in Well Street is an ongoing issue with vehicles regularly parked very close to the driveway entrance and on the opposite side of the road: this is is likely to make entering and exiting the driveway and the planned parking spaces very difficult if not impossible.  
· Well Street is a busy access route for pedestrians, in particular at school drop-off and pick-up times, therefore with poor visibility on exiting the driveway, this could be a hazard for pedestrians.  
Members recommend that a site visit be undertaken as part of Torridge District Council’s assessment of this application.
A Design and Access Statement was not included in the application pack. This is required by Policy H3, Section 8.22 of the Great Torrington Neighbourhood Plan. 
The submission of the above comments to Torridge District Council was proposed and seconded.  Vote outcome:
	For
	2

	Against
	0

	Abstained
	2 (Cllr Isaac declared an interest)

	Outcome
	RESOLVED




134. CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING STREET NAMING CONSULTATION RECEIVED:
a. DEV/0018/2026: TDC Planning Reference 1/0308/2025/REMM: Reserved matters application for Access, Appearance, Landscapaing, Layout and Scale for 141 no. dwellings and associated works pursuant to 1/0324/2024/FULM at Old Meat Factory

Members reviewed the street names proposed by the applicant for this site and were disappointed that the same names as proposed previously in September 2024 (and rejected by this committee) had been put forward again.  The names (The Studies, Little School Road, Chalk Lane and Scholars Way) all follow a school theme and were previously rejected by this committee due to there being a very tenuous link, with both schools in Great Torrington being quite some distance from this development.  The historic link giving School Lane it’s name refers to children using this route to walk to a school in Weare Giffard during the late 1600s.  For this reason, Members again objected to the proposed names.

Members felt strongly that one of the previously proposed street names should be reconsidered by the applicant: Cawthorne.  Dick Cawthorne was the Managing Director of North Devon Meat which was located at this site.  This name was previously rejected by the applicant and then Torridge District Council’s Community & Resources Committee, who felt that the name had negative connotations due to issues with the smell of meat processing in Great Torrington.  However, Members would like to clarify that the issues with meat processing smells in the town were in relation to a different company, Peninsular Proteins, rather than North Devon Meat.  In fact, Mr Cawthorne was a philanthropist in the town, who on his passing, bequeathed considerable funds to various local voluntary organisations in Great Torrington.
The previous use of this site as an abattoir is an important part of Great Torrington’s social and economic history and members would like this to reflected in the choice of one of the names in this new development.

Members also put forward other alternative street names for consideration by the applicant, all of which are based on the local area:
· Darracott
· Huntshaw
· Gammaton
Members did not have a preference for the type of road name (e.g. View, Lane, Drive etc) to follow these names.

In summary, the following street names were proposed and seconded by the committee:
· Cawthorne
· Darracott
· Huntshaw
· Gammaton
	For
	4

	Against
	0

	Abstained
	0

	Outcome
	RESOLVED



	Cllr Isaac left the meeting at 11:20am.
135. RESPONSES FROM TORRIDGE DISTRICT COUNCIL AND DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL: FOR INFORMATION.
a. 1/0967/2025/FUL: Single storey ground floor side extension.  Location: 19 Oakwell Close, Torrington, Devon EX38 7PA: PERMISSION GRANTED: NOTED

136. Closed session: Closed session: Items to be discussed which exclude the press and the public. (To exclude members of the public and the press to progress matters of a confidential nature under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings Act) 1960 and Local Government Act 1972, ss 100 & 102.)
Nil business.

137. DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  
Next Planning Committee meeting 25th February 2026 at 10am.
Meeting closed at 11:22am.
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