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GREAT TORRINGTON TOWN COUNCIL



Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 14th  January 2026 at 10:00am in the Committee Room, Great Torrington Town Council, Castle Hill, Torrington EX38 8AA


MEMBERS PRESENT:	
Cllrs P Cloke, S Mills (Chair) and D Smith.
ALSO PRESENT: 
Charlotte Kirby, (Deputy Town Clerk) and Kate Cooper (Office Administrator)

116. APOLOGIES: Cllr M Brown
Cllr Smith proposed to accept the apologies, Cllr Mills seconded; a vote was taken:all in favour.
117.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:
Cllr Smith declared an Other Registerable Interest in agenda item 7f (Chair of Tarka Valley Railway)
Councillors present declared a general interest in agenda item 7b & c as the Council has already committed to assisting with funding towards the playzone development.
118. PUBLIC CONTRIBUTIONS: 
None. 
119. MINUTES: CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE FOLLOWING MEETINGS     AND PASS SUCH RESOLUTIONS THERON AS DEEMED ADVISABLE:
Planning Committee Meeting: 10th December 2025
  Cllr Mills proposed to accept the minutes, Cllr Smith seconded. A vote was taken: all   in favour.

120. MATTERS ARISING FOR THE ABOVE MINUTES
Cllr Smith enquired if there had been any comments regarding minute item 112 (site of the previous gas works) from the previous meeting on 10th December 2025. No response had been received.
121. CORRESPONDENCE AND MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIR   AS  A MATTER OF URGENCY:
None.
122. CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED: 

a. 1/0967/2025/FUL: Single storey ground floor side extension
Location: 19 Oakwell Close, Torrington, Devon EX38 7PA

Cllr Cloke proposed that there should be no objections, Cllr Smith seconded. Vote: all in favour.

b. 1/0974/2025/ADV: 13 no. vinyl banners promoting the funding to be fixed to the sports fence and are not illuminated
Location: Tennis Courts at Grid Reference 249594 119408, Bests Lane, Torrington, Devon 

Cllr Mills proposed that there should be no objections, Cllr Cloke seconded. Vote: all in favour.

c. 1/0973/2025/LA: Construction of a sand dressed floodlit playzone, include hard standing area, sports fencing and advertising funding banners
Location: Tennis Courts at Grid Reference 249594 119408, Bests Lane, Torrington, Devon 

Comments had been received from local residents regarding the height of the proposed floodlights and the timings of illumination of the site.

Councillors raised the following questions:

1. Will users of the Playzone be given access to the toilets situated at Torrington Swimming Pool?

2. Will the floodlights be on constantly until 9pm or will they be on a sensor/only lit when the playzone is booked for an evening?

3. Are the floodlights to be the same height as those on the adjoining football site?

4. Will the light be contained downwards to prevent light pollution to neighbouring properties?

Proposal; No objections but with the above questions taken into consideration.
Cllr Mills proposed, Cllr Smith seconded. Vote: all in favour.

d. 1/0996/2025/REMM: Reserved matters application for Access, Appearance, Landscaping, Layout and Scale for 18 no. commercial units pursuant to application 1/0324/2024/FULM
Location: Land and Buildings at Grid Reference 249644 119976, Torrington, Devon

Cllr Cloke proposed no objection, Cllr Mills seconded. Vote: all in favour.

e. 1/0848/2025/REMM: Reserved matters application for Access, Appearance, Landscaping, Layout and Scale for 52 dwellings pursuant to application 1/1231/2018/OUTM
Location: Land at Rolle Road, Torrington, Devon

Cllr Smith proposed no objections, Cllr Cloke seconded. Vote: all in favour.

f. 1/0937/2025/ADV: Erection of 2 pole mounted entrance sign boards
Location: Station Yard, Torrington, Devon

Unfortunately, due to an interest registered by one member of the committee, the meeting was inquorate for this particular agenda item and so was unable to make a formal decision on this application. However, the remaining two members of the committee at the meeting had no objections to the proposal.

123. RESPONSES FROM TORRIDGE DISTRICT COUNCIL AND DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL: FOR INFORMATION.
Nil business

124. Closed session: Closed session: Items to be discussed which exclude the press and the public. (To exclude members of the public and the press to progress matters of a confidential nature under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings Act) 1960 and Local Government Act 1972, ss 100 & 102.)
Nil business
125. DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  
Next Planning Committee meeting 28th January 2026 at 10am.
Meeting closed at 10:50 am.
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