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GREAT TORRINGTON TOWN COUNCIL



Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 22nd   October 2025 at 10:00am in the Committee Room, Great Torrington Town Council, Castle Hill, Torrington EX38 8AA


MEMBERS PRESENT:	
Cllrs M Brown, P Cloke, J  Isaac (joined at 10:06am), S Mills (Chair) and D Smith.
ALSO PRESENT: 
Charlotte Kirby, (Deputy Town Clerk) and Cllr C Sanders (observing only)

86. APOLOGIES: 
None
87. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:
Cllrs Brown, Cloke, Isaac, Mills, Sanders and Smith declared an Other Registerable Interest in agenda item 7a (application 1/0638/2025/FUL) due to the Town Council being the leaseholder for Donnacroft Playing Fields and the landlord for Torridgeside AFC.
88. PUBLIC CONTRIBUTIONS: 
None. 
89. MINUTES: CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE FOLLOWING MEETINGS AND PASS SUCH RESOLUTIONS THERON AS DEEMED ADVISABLE:
a. Planning Committee Meeting: 24th September 2025
Cllr Brown proposed to approve the minutes; Cllr Cloke seconded the proposal; a vote was taken: all in favour.

90. MATTERS ARISING
None.
91. CORRESPONDENCE AND MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE CHAIR AS A MATTER OF URGENCY:
None.
92. CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED:
a. [bookmark: _Hlk116989845]1/0638/2025/FUL: Installation of a shipping container for storage.
Location: Donnacroft Fields, Hatchmoor Road, Torrington, Devon 

Members raised no concerns over the installation of a shipping container at this location.

Cllr Cloke proposed no objections; Cllr Smith seconded the proposal; a vote was taken: all in favour.

Decision: No objections.

b. 1/0949/2024/FULM: Proposed erection of 3 residential apartment buildings each consisting of 4 flats (total of 12 flats) erection of a Community Lounge and Café building and erection of a Children’s Nursery and associated works (Amended red edge).
Location: Hatchmoor Nursing Home, Torrington, Devon EX38 7AT

The Deputy Town Clerk summarised the background to this application.  Members noted the objections lodged by numerous local residents since this committee last reviewed the application in December 2024. 

Having reviewed the updated documentation associated with this application, including a number of objections from local residents, Members today revised their view.  Given concerns raised regarding access to this new development via a quiet residential road, Members object to the access route proposed. Members raised concerns about access via a road which is block paved (Holt Meadow) which they deem an unsuitable road surface for constant traffic.  In their experience in the town centre of Great Torrington, where block paving has been laid in the road outside the Town Hall, block paving is not a suitable surface for regular traffic: this section of High Street in the town centre has subsided and the block paving loosened due to constant traffic.

Members therefore recommend that Torridge District Council Plans Committee undertakes an in-person site visit and requested that an alternative route into the site is identified, preferably via the existing nursing home access road.

Despite their concerns about the proposed access route, Members are in favour of the new development and in particular the provision of a children’s nursery facility.

Decision: see comments above.

93. RESPONSES FROM TORRIDGE DISTRICT AND DEVON COUNTY COUNCILS:

a. 1/0602/2025/FUL: Replacement windows. Location: 37 South Street, Torrington, Devon EX38 8AB: PERMISSION GRANTED: NOTED

b. 1/0617/2025/ADV: Replacement of existing signage on the front elevation and entrance to the shop.  Location: British Red Cross, 5 Fore Street, Torrington, Devon: PERMISSION GRANTED: NOTED

c. 1/0636/2025/FUL: Proposed first floor extension.  Location: Iona, Hatchmoor Road, Torrington, Devon: PERMISSION GRANTED: NOTED

94. Items for discussion that exclude the press and public (confidential and   restricted information): 
Nil Business.

95. DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  
Next Planning Committee meeting 5th November 2025 at 10am.
Meeting closed at 10:28 am.

[bookmark: _Hlk44499295]Signed …………………………………………	Date …………………………………….
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