
PROGRAMME
SATURDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER 2022

10AM – 4PM

GREAT TORRINGTON



TIME EVENT LOCATION MAP 
REF

DESCRIPTION

10am Official 
Opening

Town Square 1 Official opening of the event.

10-11am Rolle Canal 
Society 

Guided Tour

Starts and 
ends at 

the Puffing 
Billy (total 

distance 
approx. 1 

mile)

2 Join the Rolle Canal Society to 
find out about the history of the 
Rolle Canal and walk a short 
section of the canal towpath to the 
Roving Bridge. Please wear stout 
footwear as some of the walk will 
be on uneven ground.  Please also 
be prepared to clamber over some 
fallen trees on the towpath.

10am – 
12 noon

Torrington 
Silver Band

Town Square 1 Torrington Silver Band celebrates 
its 70th anniversary this year: come 
along and listen to the fabulous 
band play some well-known tunes.

10am 
-12 noon

Torrington 
Historical 

Society Oral 
History 
Coffee 

Morning

Methodist 
Church, Mill 

Street

3 Come along to find out more 
about the gloving industry in 
Great Torrington: there will be an 
exhibition of gloving artefacts on 
loan from the museum and the 
Historical Society will be talking to 
anyone involved in gloving for their 
oral history project.  

10am – 
1pm

Great 
Torrington 

Bowling 
Club “Open 

House”

The Bowling 
Club, The 

Green, Castle 
Street

4 Believed to be the 3rd oldest bowling 
club in England, come along to 
learn about the history of bowling 
in Great Torrington and try out 
short mat bowls in the club house. 
Refreshments available in club 
house.

11:30am 
– 

12:30pm

Tarka Valley 
Railway 

Tour

Starts and 
ends at 

the Puffing 
Billy (total 
distance no 
more than 1 

mile)

2 Join Tarka Valley Railway for a 
walking tour of their site to hear 
more about the history of railway 
in Great Torrington and what the 
group are doing to bring the railway 
back to the town.  The tour will be 
on tarmac/firm surfaces.
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TIME EVENT LOCATION MAP 
REF

DESCRIPTION

1:30 – 
2:30pm

Rolle Canal 
Society 

Guided Tour

Starts and 
ends at the 

Puffing Billy 
(total distance 

approx. 1 
mile)

2 Join the Rolle Canal Society to find 
out about the history of the Rolle 
Canal and walk a short section of 
the canal towpath to the Roving 
Bridge. Please wear stout footwear 
as some of the walk will be on 
uneven ground.  Please also be 
prepared to clamber over some fallen 
trees on the towpath.

2pm The Great 
Cemetery 

Scandal Talk 
by Peter 
Christie, 

local 
historian

Great 
Torrington 
Town Hall

5 Great Torrington’s cemetery today 
is an oasis of peace and tranquillity 
- but when the Government ordered 
it to be set up in the 1850s a huge 
row broke out between the town and 
the Bishop of Exeter which saw the 
Home Secretary, the Prime Minister, 
the Archbishop of Canterbury and 
even Queen Victoria dragged into 
the dispute. This talk delves into the 
tangled and often surprising history 
of the cemetery in an entertaining 
talk which will probably make you 
look at Victorian Torritonians in a 
different light.

2-4pm Costumed 
Bowls 

Competition

Great 
Torrington 

Bowling Club, 
The Green, 

Castle Street

4 Come and watch a costumed Pairs 
Competition with competitors in 
Elizabethan, 17th Century, 19th 
Century and modern-day bowling 
dress.

3-4pm Tarka Valley 
Railway Tour

Starts and 
ends at the 

Puffing Billy 
(total distance 
no more than 

1 mile)

2 Join Tarka Valley Railway for a 
walking tour of their site to hear 
more about the history of railway 
in Great Torrington and what the 
group are doing to bring the railway 
back to the town.  The tour will be 
on tarmac/firm surfaces.
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TIMED EVENTS: MORNING TIMED EVENTS: AFTERNOON
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EVENT LOCATION MAP 
REF

DESCRIPTION

Costumed 
Market Day 

(10am – 2pm)

Pannier 
Market

6 Pannier Market traders will be dressing 
in period costume for a Victorian-themed 
market day.

Mayfair 
Exhibition

Great 
Torrington 
Town Hall

5 Our Museum will be hosting a fascinating 
exhibition to showcase the history of 
Mayfair in Great Torrington, an important 
tradition for the town.

Wardour 
Garrison

RHS 
Rosemoor

7 17th Century living history encampment in 
the grounds of RHS Rosemoor.  The group 
will give you a flavour of both domestic 
and military life in the 17th Century.

A FREE shuttle bus will be running 
between Sydney House Car Park and 
RHS Rosemoor between 10am and 
4pm.

History of 
Glass Making 

in Great 
Torrington

Dartington 
Crystal

8 Find out more about the story of 
Dartington Crystal: its designs and 
landmark events are featured in a series 
of fascinating exhibitions featuring 
products and images from over 50 years of 
glass-making in Great Torrington.

The Plough 
Youth Theatre 

(time TBC)

The Plough 
Arts Centre

11 The Plough will be decorated to reflect 
the First World War period.  Our Youth 
Theatre will be in costume and will be 
exploring bringing characters to life.  The 
Plough Arts Centre is a fitting venue for 
the Youth Theatre’s exploration, having 
been completed in 1913 as a Drill Hall for 
the use of the Territorials and Yeomanry.  
By August war had been declared and the 
hall became the base for the departure of 
soldiers to the front.

EVENT LOCATION MAP 
REF

DESCRIPTION

15th Century 
Living History

Castle Hill 
Gardens

9 See what life would have been like as a 
mercenary after the Wars of the Roses 
period.  This was the time when Margaret 
Beaufort, Henry VIII’s grandmother lived 
in Great Torrington.  The encampment 
will include medieval trades and crafts: an 
immersive, engaging and truly medieval 
experience.

Open Day at 
Cawsey House

28 South 
Street

10 Take a sneaky peek inside Cawsey House, 
an elegant late-Stuart townhouse that 
once belonged to a wealthy merchant 
who commissioned one of Devon’s most 
accomplished plasterers to embellish its 
main rooms. 

NB: Pre-booking is required to visit 
Cawsey House.  Follow the link below to 
book your tickets:

https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/
visiting/event/cawsey-house

Costumed 
Guides

Physic 
Garden, 

Castle Hill

9 Meet the people who look after the Physic 
Garden and learn about how the plants 
here have been used from Medieval times 
to the present day. 

Historical 
Characters

Throughout 
the town

N/A Meet various characters dressed in period 
costume and learn about important events 
and people in Great Torrington’s history, 
including Margaret Beaufort (Henry VIII’s 
grandmother) and Rev. Keble Martin 
(famous botanist & botanical illustrator). 
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ALL DAY EVENTS (10am – 4pm unless otherwise stated) ALL DAY EVENTS (10am – 4pm unless otherwise stated)



What is History Alive in Great Torrington?
We know we live in a historic town when our “New” Street was built in the 12th 
century, but how much do we really know about our town’s history and the lives 
of the people who lived here before us?  Wouldn’t it be something if the past could 
come to life?

Well, that’s the whole idea of History Alive in Great Torrington on Saturday 10th 
September 2022.  A collaboration comprised of the Town Council and other local 
groups, organisations and individuals has designed a day packed with activities 
and living history re-enactments to showcase some of the events, milestones and 
notable characters that have shaped our town and the nation’s history.  

We hope you enjoy many of the activities available throughout the town on 
History Alive Day and are inspired to learn more about the fascinating history of 
our town, Great Torrington.

Thank you to the following people for helping to 
make this event happen:

Rolle Canal Society Pannier Market 
Traders

Methodist Church 

Great Torrington 
Cavaliers

Moira Brewer Great Torrington 
Museum 

John Wardman Peter Hood Dave Gibbons 

Great Torrington 
Bowling Club

Peter Christie The Medieval Free 
Company

Tarka Valley Railway Wardour Garrison Torrington Silver Band

Great Torrington Town 
Hall

Community 
Development Trust 

Torrington Historical 
Society 

RHS Rosemoor Landmark Trust Dartington Crystal

Great Torrington Town 
Council 

Plough Youth Theatre 
@ The Plough Arts 

Centre

And many other 
volunteers who have 

helped along the way!

This programme was finalised on 3 August 2022 and was correct at the time of printing.


