
 

 

 

 

 

 

Great Torrington Town Council 

Council Business Update 
 

This notice was prepared on 11 May 2020  
 
 
Since the announcement of the “lockdown” in March in response to the coronavirus 
pandemic, the Council has had to rapidly adjust its day-to-day business to ensure 
compliance with the Government’s advice.   
 
As you already know, since mid-March the Council team has been working mainly on 
implementing and managing the Coronavirus Taskforce Team to help our community 
during lockdown and much of our usual business has been temporarily put on hold.  
However, in response to the release of new legislation which now allows councils of 
all types to hold meetings “virtually” we have continued to hold Planning Committee 
meetings via telephone and video conference.  If you wish to join one of our Planning 
Committee meetings to comment on a specific application, please contact us using 
the details below by 2pm the day prior to the meeting and we will provide you with 
details of how you can join the meeting remotely.  As always, Planning Committee 
meeting agendas are published a week prior to the meeting and can be found on our 
website and the noticeboard outside the Castle Hill office.  We hope to expand the use 
of “virtual” meeting technology to other Council meetings in the coming months if the 
Government guidelines continue to prohibit large face to face meetings. 
 
Under normal circumstances, April and May would have been very busy months in the 
Council’s calendar.  Usually the Council would be preparing for and conducting the 
Annual Parish Meeting, the Mayfair Proclamation and Lunch, our Annual Business 
Meeting and the Mayoral Introduction Ceremony.  However, due to the “lockdown”, all 
of these events have unfortunately been cancelled.   
 
Annual Parish Meeting: For anyone who was hoping to join the Annual Parish 
Meeting in early April to find out what your Council has been working on for the last 
year, reports from the Mayor and the Town Clerk can be found on our website under: 
My Council/Council Meetings/Annual Parish Meeting. The meeting is also an 
opportunity for the residents of Great Torrington to give feedback and suggest new 
ideas to the Town Council.  We are still keen to hear your thoughts and would 
encourage anyone to still contact the Town Council either by phone or by e-mail 
(contact details below) and advise accordingly. 
 
Mayfair: We hope you managed to enjoy yourselves by celebrating Mayfair “virtually” 
at home with members of your household.  The Council would like to put together a 



montage of your Mayfair 2020 photos/videos for our website so if you have any, you’d 
like to share with us, please send them to us by email.  In addition, you may have 
already heard that the Beaford Archive has re-opened for public contributions to 
document how North Devon has experienced lockdown.  If you’d like to submit some 
Mayfair photographs to be considered for inclusion in the Beaford Archive, please visit 
their website for more details: http://beaford.org 
 
Annual Business Meeting: The first agenda item at an Annual Business Meeting is 
to elect a Chairman (Mayor).  Councillors subsequently elect a Deputy Chairman 
(Deputy Mayor) to serve for the following Mayoral year.  Legislation recently created 
allows for the current position to automatically stand for the forthcoming year and as 
such, Cllr Keeley Allin and Cllr Doug Smith will continue in their roles as Mayor and 
Deputy Mayor for the forthcoming Mayoral year. 
 
Mayoral Introduction Ceremony: Each year we host the Mayoral Introduction 
Ceremony where the outgoing Mayor presents the Howe Plate Award to a person or 
persons the Council feels has provided local public service of the highest order.  A 
number of nominations have been received for this year’s award and it is hoped that 
it can be issued later in the year if/when the Council is permitted to hold face to face 
meetings again.  Similarly, the outgoing Mayor presents a “Good Citizens Award” to 
a local person or persons who they feel has supported the community of Great 
Torrington in a significant way over the past year.  Please watch this space for a future 
announcement of who has been awarded this honour.  At this event the outgoing 
Mayor also issues cheques to their nominated charities for the year: we will be 
announcing the final totals for the Mayor’s two charities (Torrington Police Amateur 
Boxing Club and 1st Torrington Scout Group) in next month’s Crier and will make sure 
both groups receive the money raised as soon as possible. 
 
New charities will be picked for the Mayoral year 2020/2021 and we will advise these 
organisations accordingly and report in next month’s Crier. 
 
Finally, given the updated guidance issued by the UK Government on Sunday 10 th 
May, the Council has taken the decision to cancel the forthcoming Mayor’s Civic 
Service which was due to take place on Sunday 5th July 2020.   
 
We will continue to keep you up to date on how the Council is adapting to the 
circumstances surrounding the coronavirus pandemic as the situation evolves, but if 
you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact us via email or telephone.  
Please note our telephone is usually only manned on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays, but you can leave a message and we will get back to you as soon as 
possible. 
 
Contact details: Telephone: 01805 626135; Email: admin@great-
torringtontowncouncil.gov.uk; Website: www.great-torringtontowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
Karen Chapman 
Town Clerk 
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