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             GREAT TORRINGTON TOWN COUNCIL 

 
 

Minutes of the Council meeting held on Thursday 7th April 2011 at 7.00 p.m. in the Council 
Chamber of the Town Hall. 
 
PRESENT: Cllrs Miss S. Mills (Chairman), R. Rumbold (Vice Chairman), A. Boyd,           

Mrs M. Brown, D. R. Cox, R.T. Dymond, J. Hooper,  E.W.J. Kelly, G. Lee,  
H.A. Martin, Mrs S. Pledger, R. Pitts, J. Rawlinson, Mrs C. Simmons and 
Miss C. Wafforne. 
 

MINUTES 
 

1. The Opening Prayer was read by Rev. Warren 
 
2. APOLOGIES  - Cllr A. Freeland 
   
3. 10 MINUTE PERIOD FOR PUBLIC CONTRIBUTION  - Nil  
 
It was agreed to change the order of the Agenda to bring forward agenda item 10. 
 
Cllr Ms Wafforne joined the meeting at 7.05 p.m. 
 
4. POLICING ISSUES  
 

Sgt Helen Rowell attended the meeting and informed Members that the PSCO’s had 
done excellent work in local schools with 9 and 11 year olds regarding drugs and alcohol 
abuse.   It was hoped that this could be rolled out to other schools in the area.   Action 
days had also been held in rural areas regarding crime prevention. 
The current police surgery would now be held in the Pannier Market every Thursday. 

Sgt Rowell informed Members that there would be a new policing structure in Torrington, 
with the current police station losing five patrol officers, and all its police vehicles except 
one van.   She would be covering a larger area, including Okehampton and Tavistock.  
She regretted that she would no longer be available to attend Council meetings, unless 
on duty, and  would therefore be losing her point of contact with the Town Council.    She 
stressed that Torrington would still get a professional service from the police but the  
officers attending any incidents would not have local knowledge and could come from 
Barnstaple, Bideford or even Ilfracombe and Okehampton.  
 

Cllr Mrs Simmons joined the meeting at 7.12 p.m. 
 

A discussion ensued and it was agreed that the Town Clerk write a letter to the Chief 
Constable and the Police Authority concerning the changes. 

 
It was agreed to change the order of the agenda to bring forward agenda item 6 - 
Correspondence 

5.  CORRESPONDENCE OR OTHER BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE 
DIRECTION OF THE CHAIRMAN  - 

 
a) Streetz Dance.   The Town Clerk introduced this item and informed Members that the 

Streetz Dance Group had been very successful in winning their way to the world 
championships being held in Blackpool in August.    It would cost the Group £1,000 to 
enter the competition, plus travel and accommodation costs during the championships 
for the 18 members attending.     Cllr Lee stressed that this success reflected 
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extremely well on Torrington itself and the Group intended to raise as much money as 
possible towards the costs involved..   He suggested that the Council might like to 
underwrite the £1,000 entry fee for attending the championships.  
The Chairman introduced Mrs Amy Avery, the Streetz Dance leader, who explained 
that between 250 and 300 youngsters were part of the dance group and she was very 
proud of all the hard work they had put into their routines to achieve the rewards they 
had received.    The group would be organising fund raising such as a sponsored 
walk, coffee morning etc.  
 
Cllr Mrs Brown presented Mrs Avery with a cheque for £750 towards the costs of 
attending and entering the world championships. 
 
Cllr Rumbold suggested that the Group also approached the Trustees for possible 
funding.   Cllr Boyd said that he would also approach the District and County Council 
to see if any funding was available. 
 
Cllr Lee said that the Town Council would be one hundred per cent behind the group 
and felt that they were great ambassadors for the town.    
The Chairman thanked Mrs Avery for attending the meeting. 

 
b) The Chairman informed Members that Cllr Dymond was retiring as a member of the 

Town Council after serving for 33 years and serving under 22 mayors during that time. 
The Chairman thanked Cllr Dymond for his commitment to the town and presented 
him with a certificate of appreciation.    Cllr Dymond thanked everyone he had served 
with and all the support given to him during that time. 

 
6. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
  

a) Council Meeting of 3rd March 2011 
b) Planning Meeting of 2nd March 2011 
c) Environment meeting of 9th March 2011 
d) Planning Meeting of 23rd March 2011 

 
7. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
 

a) Planning Meeting of 23rd March – item 90(e) 
Planning application for 23 Hatchmoor Estate – Cllr Lee informed Members that he 
had called in this application and the item had been deferred for the time being. 

 
8. QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY MEMBERS  
 

a) Cllr Rawlinson raised the following question on behalf of Cllr Freeland   -  
 

“I am seriously concerned about the risk of fly-tipping that is going to be the obvious 
consequence of the County Council’s new policy of charging for soil, rubble, asbestos 
and tyres to be deposited at recycling centres around Devon, especially Deepmoor 
Tip just outside of Torrington. 
 
Could this Town Council send a letter to the County Council strenuously objecting to 
these imposed charges?  Bearing in mind that the cost of clearing the resultant mess 
(fly-tipping) will be borne by the District Council” 
 
The Town Clerk pointed out that this was not just a local issue and Somerset have 
had the same charges levied and indeed it was a national issue, with Eric Pickles MP 
questioning whether it was legal to make such charges. 
 
Cllr Boyd said that these charges were the result of changes in land fill levy and the 
charges would not cover the costs involved.   This subject would be discussed very 
fully on a national basis. 
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Cllr Rawlinson asked if the District Council would be billing the County Council for the 
cost of clearing up the fly-tipping?   Cllr Mrs Brown said that she would be discussing 
this at District Council.    Unfortunately if rubbish was dumped in a farmer’s field that 
farmer would be responsible for the cost of clearing it. 
 
Cllr Lee suggested that the Town Clerk writes to the County Council regarding these 
charges.   Agreed. 
 

b)  Cllr Rawlinson asked the following question - 
“Recently on Radio Devon, New Street was proclaimed as having the worst road 
surface in Devon.  Few members would argue with this statement.  Will this Council 
make representations to DCC deploring both the state of the road surface and the 
inordinate length of time it has taken to rectify the problem.  Emergency repairs were 
carried out before May Fair last year, but these were obviously poorly carried out, as 
the surface is in an even worse state now.   If repairs, or better still, resurfacing is not 
done by May 7th what is going to happen as far as the Carnival route is concerned?  
Or are we going to take out insurance against damaged or broken limbs? “ 

 
Cllr Boyd replied to this question informing Members that this problem would be 
addressed this year after the completion of the gas works.   During the May Fair 
period the road would be cleared of all obstructions, repaired and the carnival route 
checked to ensure that all was safe for walkers and marching bands taking part in the 
carnival.    Cllr Boyd had met with Simon Phillips of Devon County Council  Highways 
and gone through the whole routes with him for both May Fair day and the carnival to 
ensure that everything would be safe.   
 
Cllr Rawlinson felt that the public utilities companies were able to dictate when they 
wanted to do repairs and their actions had great effect on all the traders in the town.  
He felt that Torrington had suffered greatly with all the road works over recent years. 
 
Cllr Boyd replied that the undergrounding of the cables and gas works etc. have been 
for the benefit of the people of Torrington.   A major issue has been signage for traffic 
and insufficient press releases.   Road signage must ensure that members of the 
public are aware that the town centre is still open for business as usual. 
 
Cllr Rumbold said that prospective carnival participants would be doing their own risk 
assessments prior to the carnival to ensure that the road surface was safe for walkers 
and marching bands. 
 

9. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Cllrs Mrs M. Brown, A. Boyd and G. Lee declared a dual hatted interest as members of 
more than one authority. 

 
10. THE AGENDA WAS AGREED BETWEEN PART ‘A’ AND part ‘B’  (Confidential and 

Restricted Information) 
 
PART A 
 
11. REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES 
 

a) Torridge District Council –  
 
Cllrs Mrs Brown informed Members that the swimming pool had been closed again 
because of a bulge in the ceiling but she understood that this was being repaired.  Cllr 
Lee said that it would take 10 days to repair.  It was hoped that it would be open for a 
short while before being closed again for the major repairs.  Tenders have to be 
received and it was anticipated that the repairs would take 3 months. 
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Cllr Boyd raised the problem of refuse collection in Warren Close.   Refuse lorries 
were having problems accessing the area because of parked cars but the team were 
doing everything they could to make the collections.  The problem had been 
compounded by the loss of nearby New Street car parking space as a result of TDC 
action. 
 
Cllr Boyd felt that the car parking issue in the town needed to be addressed.  Permit 
parking had been suggested previously and he felt that the Town Council needed to 
start thinking about various proposals to address the problem. 

 
b) Trustees  

 
Cllr Kelly informed Members that Chris Styles was in hospital and asked that a get-
well card be sent on behalf of the Town Council.  Agreed. 
 

c)  Community Hospital 
The Town Clerk had received a response to the Town Council’s letter criticising the 
quality of the food being served at the local hospitals.   The Northern Devon 
Healthcare Trust stated that the food would be changed.  Patients were pleased with 
the food since the change had been made. 

12. ACCOUNTS PAID LIST -   Noted 
 
PART ‘B’   (Confidential and Restricted Information)    
 
13 HOWE PLATE AWARD 
 

Nominations had been received for Mrs Christine Foster, Mrs Anne Tattersall, Mrs Cila 
Symons and Mr Bob Fisher.    
 
A paper vote took place and the Chairman used her casting vote due to a tie.  It was 
therefore agreed that the Howe Plate be awarded to Mrs Cila Symons. 

 
14. MAYOR’S GOOD CITIZEN AWARD 
 

The Mayor informed the meeting that she intended to present her award to The 
Torrington Town Traders. 

 
15. NEW STREET CAR PARK 
 

The Town Clerk informed Members that the Morton Drive play area was about to be 
handed over to Torridge District Council from the developers. 

 
With regard to the car parking area, the Town Clerk had circulated a report informing 
members of the facts regarding Lidl’s original offer to give the car park to the Town 
Council on a freehold basis.   However, Lidl had now informed the Town Council that its 
offer had been withdrawn and a 40 year lease offered.   The report also pointed out the 
possible liability to the Council from No. 184 New Street which abuts the western edge.   
 
Concern was expressed that if Lidl kept the car park themselves then it could be seen as 
a prime development site in the future and the car park could be lost completely.  
However, the Town Clerk felt that Torridge District Council would negotiate with Lidl for 
the car park and run it themselves. 
 
After discussion it was agreed that the Town Clerk inform Lidl that it did not wish to accept 
the car park on a 40 year lease and negotitions would cease.   It was also agreed that the 
Town Clerk put an article in the Crier informing the people of Torrington of the situation 
regarding the car park. 
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16. GREENBANK RECREATION AREA 
 

The Town Clerk had circulated a report to members informing them that negotiations 
were underway to acquire the recreation land at Greenbank and an offer now had to be 
made. 
 
He had investigated the possibilities of installing volley ball nets and adult keep-fit 
equipment alongside the other  play equipment.   However, the Town Clerk pointed out 
that other potential problems must be considered, such as cutting of the grass, 
maintenance and repair of all equipment, increase in insurance etc. 
 
Cllr Kelly proposed that the Town Clerk continue to negotiate for the land in line with the 
District Valuer’s letter, with the upper limit as per the report.  Unanimously agreed. 
 
Cllr Boyd mentioned the possibility of acquiring the Tennis Courts and felt that this would 
be a wonderful opportunity for the Town Council – it could provide employment for people 
to look after the area and could do a lot of good for the town. 

 
There being no further business the meeting finished at 8.48 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
` 
 
Signed ………………………………………………     Date………………………………. 


