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	             GREAT TORRINGTON TOWN COUNCIL




Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Thursday 07 January 2016 
at 7.00pm in the

Methodist Church Hall, Mill Street, Torrington

PRESENT:
Cllrs Mrs C Simmons (Chairman), A Boyd, D Cox, R Darch, Mrs D Davey, Mrs R Funnell, Miss S Mills, Rev Morgan, N Stark & A Williams 
Also Present:   M Tighe Town Clerk, Miss K Chapman (Secretary)                                                             

MINUTES
135. The Opening Prayer – Item 1 – Cllr Rev Ken Morgan
136.   APOLOGIES – Item 2 - Cllrs Miss K Allin, Cllr Mrs M Brown and Cllr J Copp
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137. PUBLIC CONTRIBUTIONS – Item 3

None

138. 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES – Item 4
a. Council Meeting 03.12.15
b. Planning Meeting 09.12.15
The Council and Planning Meetings were agreed as accurate records.
139.
MATTERS ARISING – Item 5
Council Meeting – 03 December 2015

122. EDUKID – The Town Clerk advised that he had been in touch with Torridge District Council’s Solicitor who confirmed that the prospect of the Town Council sponsoring a child is outside its remit.  However, if Members felt minded it is something they could do privately. Chris Turner has been invited to speak to Council, but has not yet replied.
131. Neighbourhood Plan - Cllr Simmons advised the meeting that there were not enough people representing the sub groups and she urged all Councillors to be on one group. The meeting discussed other possibilities in relation to recruiting volunteers for this purpose. Cllr Mills advised that she would approach Rotary and it was suggested the Torrington Together Groups be invited.  Action: KC to communicate with TT Groups.

Planning Meeting 09.12.15

84. Cllr Darch queried when the Chairman of the Community Development Trust will address the meeting.  The Town Clerk advised that it would hopefully be soon.
140.  CORRESPONDENCE AND OTHER BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE DIRECTION OF THE CHAIRMAN – Item 6
The Town Clerk reminded Members of a nationally planned street party to celebrate the Queen’s 90th Birthday on Sunday 12th June 2016.  It was agreed that the planning of such an event needed to start immediately, and be well publicised throughout the early part of the year.  The meeting decided to form a small working party to progress this matter which consists of, Cllr Mrs C Simmons, Cllrs Miss S Mills and Cllr R Darch, along with a possible church representative.   Action:  Cllr Mrs C Simmons will put a “warm up” notice in the Crier.

141.
QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY MEMBERS – Item 7 
None
142.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – Item 8
Cllrs Miss S Mills & Mrs D Davey declared personal interests as members of STITCH.  Cllrs A Boyd, R Darch and Mrs C Simmons declared dual hatted interests as members of more than one authority.  
143. 
THE AGENDA WAS AGREED BETWEEN PART “A” AND PART “B” (Confidential and ~Restricted Information) – Item 9
Agreed
144. 
POLICE REPORT - Item 10
Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) Lorraine Kenneally was unable to attend the meeting, or unable to send a report due to technical problems at Great Torrington Police station.

Cllr Darch reported that he considered that it had been a generally safe Christmas in Great Torrington, but two windows in the town centre were broken.  There was Police presence in the town over New Year.

145.
Health Services – tem 11
Cllr Mrs D Davey requested that Great Torrington Town Council invite Alison Dymond, Chief Executive of North Devon Healthcare Trust (NDHT) DHT to a future Council meeting, to respond to specific questions in relation to patient’s experiences.  The Town Clerk confirmed that these specific questions would need to be given to Alison Dymond beforehand to enable full responses. Action: Cllr Mrs D Davey submit questions to the Town Clerk and The Town Clerk invites Alison Dymond to a Council Meeting. 
Dr Helen Tucker has undertaken research in relation to de-regulation.  There has been a request for participants.  John Wardman may go for STITCH and Cllr Mrs R Funnell on behalf of Great Torrington Town Council.

146. 
REPORT FROM DEVON COUNTY COUNCILLOR – Item 12
Cllr A Boyd gave a report on the budget arrangements for Devon County Council (DCC) following the announcement on 17.12.15 of the Government’s provisional allocations.  The Government has given information in relation to 16/17 and the following three years. Reduction in Government funding to DCC over the next four years totals £80m.  There is also a reduction in funding for the Shire Counties, whilst there has been an increase in Government funding for the Metropolitans and Inner City London Councils.

For council tax purposes DCC are able to apply a 2% increase for Adult Service Care as well as a further 2% in general making a possible increase on the council tax of 3.99%.

Cllr Mrs C Simmons expressed her concern at the lack of funding for Devon and suggested that Great Torrington Town Council write to Geoffrey Cox as he had previously assured the pubic that rural areas would in fact be slightly better off. Action: The Town Clerk to write a letter to Geoffrey Cox.
Cllr A Boyd advised that he had anticipated a further report to be submitted to the Health and Wellbeing Scrutiny Committee in January 2016, but due to the amount of information to hand it may take longer.

The report to the Secretary of State will need to be timed carefully and will have to wait until the outcome of the Success Regime.

There followed an extensive discussion in relation to the closure of the beds at Torrington Hospital and the North Devon Healthcare Trust.  
147.
REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS – Item 13
· Cllr R Darch – Reported that the next Council Meeting at Torridge District Council is the 08 February 2016.  There isn’t one scheduled for January 2016.

· Cllr R Darch – Reported that the Local Plan continues to be pushed forward with another meeting planned with North Devon Council on 11th January 2016.

· Cllr R Darch – Advised that Torridge District Council (TDC) has been reported to be managing its finances well.

· Cllr R Darch – Reported on Appledore Fish dock and that Torridge District Council continue to support the fishing industry and is currently seeking to attract sub tenants.

· Cllr Mrs C Simmons – Explained matters in relation to the precept and the grant given to the Town Council by the District Council in relation to Council Tax Support.  This grant has been reduced for 2016 and will end in subsequent years.  
· Cllr Mrs C Simmons – Reported that due to a change in the political groups at TDC she no longer sits on a committee.  

· Cllr Mrs C Simmons – Advised that she would be representing the District Council at a Strategic Housing Local Alliance (SHLA) Group in respect of the local plan and Gypsy Site Proposals Group.

Cllr D Cox raised an issue in relation to recycling items being left.  The Town Clerk advised the meeting that any issues should be reported to him at the time and he would deal with them.
148. 
OUTSIDE BODIES - Item 14
· The Town Clerk – Reported that the application to make Sydney House Car Park an Asset of Community Value had been unsuccessful.  Following discussion in relation to the importance of this Car Park to the town it was agreed that a further application should be submitted.
· Cllr Miss S Mills - Congratulated Cllr Mrs M brown and Gillian Saich for organising the Community Christmas Meal on Christmas day. It was agreed to send a letter of thanks from the Town Council to Cllr Mrs M Brown and Gillian Saich. Action: Letter of thanks to be sent.
· Councillor Darch – Referred to the Publication by the National Police Chiefs’ Council relating to a firearms or weapons attack.  It is called, “RUN, HIDE, TELL”.
If it is safe to do so and you are able to do so RUN to a place of safety.

If you cannot run to a place of safety HIDE if at all possible.  Turn your PHONE TO SILENT.  Keep away from doors as bullets may be shot through them.

When it is safe to do so CALL 999 and tell the Police what is happening.
149.
ACCOUNTS PAID TO-DATE – Item 15
Noted

150. PART B – Item 17
None

The meeting finished at 8.15 pm
151. Date of next meeting - Item 18 

The next meeting will be Thursday 04 February 2016 at 7.00pm in the Committee Room, Council Offices, Castle Hill, Great Torrington.
Signed …………………………………………

Date …………………………………….
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