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	             GREAT TORRINGTON TOWN COUNCIL




Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Thursday 4th September 2014 at 7.00pm in the

Methodist Church Hall, Mill Street, Torrington

PRESENT:
Cllrs R Rumbold (Chairman), Mrs C Simmons (Vice Chairman), A Boyd, D R Cox, R Darch, Mrs D Davey,  Mrs Z Fordham-Moore, Mrs R Funnell, E W J Kelly, H A Martin, Mrs J Martin, Miss S Mills, Ms V Mills and R Pitts

Also Present:   R L Clarke – Secretary to the Town Clerk

MINUTES
The Opening Prayer by Rev. Ken Morgan
43. APOLOGIES – Cllr Mrs K Wilson 
It was agreed by members to move to item 10 on the agenda to allow the Police officer attending to return to her duties.

44. POLICING
Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) Lorraine Kenneally introduced the Crime reports for July & August 2014.  She explained that as the Town’s two schools had now restarted after the summer break parking at both sites was being monitored and a meeting between the police and Devon County Council Highways department is scheduled for week commencing 8th September 2014. 
Cllr Miss S Mills extended a personal “thank you” to the local Police for the good work they are doing in and around the town and the assistance they had recently given her personally.  
PCSO Kenneally was excused from the meeting to return to her duties.
45. PUBLIC CONTRIBUTIONS
A request to address Councillors had been received from a representative of “Save Torrington’s Skyline” who addressed members for 3 minutes regarding the proposed Waitrose development and Sydney House Car Park.
The Chairman thanked the representative for her comments.
46. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

a) Council Meeting of 3rd July 2014

Minutes were agreed as an accurate record of the meeting and signed.

b) Planning Committee Meeting of 25th June 2014

Minutes were agreed as an accurate record of the meeting and signed.
c) Planning Committee Meeting of 16th July 2014

Amendments – Cllr H Martin was not present but Cllr A Boyd was.  Town Clerk’s Secretary to amend minutes for Mayor’s signature.  Remainder of minutes were agreed as an accurate record of the meeting.
d) Planning Committee Meeting of 30th July 2014

Minutes were agreed as an accurate record of the meeting and signed.

e) Planning Committee Meeting of 6th August 2014

Minutes were agreed as an accurate record of the meeting and signed.

47. MATTERS ARISING

Cllr Mrs Z Fordham-Moore referred to Minutes of Planning Committee Meeting of 30th July and the Planning Application ref. 1/0654/2014/FUL – proposed food store and re-modelling of adjacent Car Park at Sydney House Car Park, South Street, Torrington.  Cllr Mrs Fordham-Moore said she felt that Councillors were being asked to make recommendations without the full picture being known.  Cllr Mrs Fordham-Moore said she supported an earlier request from Cllr Ms V Mills to have the Planning Application on a future Full Council Agenda (as had been done with the Lidl application) and put forward a proposal to Councillors present to put the item on the Agenda for Full Council on 2nd October 2014.  This proposal was seconded by Cllr Ms V Mills.  Cllr Mrs Brown believed that this proposal was a little previous as discussions were still being held with Torridge.  Cllr A Boyd further confirmed that no arrangements had yet been made in relation to the car park and the options were still being discussed.  Cllr E W J Kelly reminded members that Planning Committee Meetings were open to all Councillors and all had been welcome to attend when the Waitrose application had been on the agenda.  Cllr Mrs Fordham-Moore’s proposal was put to a vote.  12 were in favour, 2 abstentions and 1 against.  The proposal to put Waitrose Planning application on the next Full Council Agenda was carried.
48. CORRESPONDENCE AND OTHER BUSINESS BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE DIRECTION OF THE CHAIRMAN
The Town Clerk’s Secretary informed members of the invitation from the Buildings Preservation Trust to attend an open day on 20th September 2014 to see the progress made in the Town Hall Renovation project to date.
49. QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY MEMBERS – Cllr Mrs M Brown had submitted a question.  What progress this year is proposed for the Council’s Jubilee Wood project? Cllr R Rumbold responded and informed members that the land for the proposed wood is still owned by Torridge District Council (TDC).  Their contractor had been instructed to clear an area which had been previously agreed however TDC subsequently changed their contractor and the new one was not then given the information in sufficient time to undertake the initial strimming which had further held everything up.  Cllr Mrs Brown asked that in view of the delays, would the prior agreement for a significant discounts on the purchase of trees for the site still be available.  Cllr Rumbold confirmed that it would.
50. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllrs A Boyd, Mrs M Brown, H A Martin and Mrs Simmons declared dual hatted interests as members of more than one authority.  Cllr H A Martin also declared a personal interest in Agenda item no.12 as a Trustee of the Town Lands, Alms Houses and Poors Charities.
THE AGENDA WAS AGREED BETWEEN PART “A” AND PART “B” (Confidential and ~Restricted Information)

51.  TORRINGTON HEALTHCARE REVIEW
Cllr Mrs M Brown reported to members present that STITCH (Save The Irreplaceable Torrington Community Hospital Group) had made a response to the 6 month review report and that a copy was in the Library if anyone wanted to read it.  The promised independent evaluer’s report was still awaited which meant that the final overview was currently on “hold”.  She informed members present that the next stakeholders meeting had been scheduled for November 2014 at the request of the local MP Cllr Geoffrey Cox.  Cllr Mrs Brown informed members that in a recent conversation Dr Wormesley had confirmed to her that some of the services offered at the Cottage Hospital would be going out to tender with private companies.
52. MOTION PROPOSED BY Cllr MRS C SIMMONS – Postponed from Full Council Meeting of 5th June 2014. See minute no. 27.
Cllr Mrs C Simmons proposed the following motion to Councillors:

"In this time of austerity and budget cuts to Councils, this Council would like the government to instigate a Tobin Tax (Robin Hood tax) i.e. a tax on financial transactions. We understand that this could be in the region of 0.01% of 1p and could raise billions of pounds per annum, thus providing much needed assistance for councils. To start this process I would like to recommend a letter to Geoffrey Cox MP."

Cllr Mrs Simmons presented her motion to Councillors again and requested a decision on the motion above.  Discussions ensued where several Councillors spoke both in favour of and against the motion.  Cllr R Rumbold read through the motion in full and called on members present to vote.  2 Councillors voted in favour.  13 voted against.  The motion failed.
53. “RIGHT TO REPORT”

All Councillors had had information circulated to them with their agenda informing them of a change in the law to now allow press and public to film, tweet and bog about Council meetings in an attempt by Parliament to make all public meetings of local government bodies more open, transparent and accountable to local people.  

54. TAP (TOWN & PARISH) FUNDING NOMINATIONS

Cllr Mrs Z Fordham-Moore informed members that the newly started Men’s Sheds Group were interested in applying for TAP funding to try and help them get started.  She said she was currently working with Dr Harry Cramp, the group’s founder, to put an application together.  
Cllr Miss S Mills nominated the Town Hall Renovations being managed by the Buildings Preservation Trust again this year.

55. CHRISTMAS 2014

Councillors had been requested to nominate “Free Parking Days” for the Town during the run-up to Christmas.  Torridge District Council has already given Saturday 6th December as a Free Parking Day to coincide with “Small Business Day”.  Councillors asked for this to be split down into 2 half days as the parking in Torrington, unlike Bideford, is already “free” on Saturday afternoons in the Sydney House Car Park.  It was further asked that a request be submitted to Torridge District Council’s Parking Services Manager to bring the Barley Grove Car Park into line with Sydney House Car Park as currently this was not “free” on Saturday afternoons and caused confusion for visitors and local residents alike.  It was agreed that a request would be made by the Town Clerk.

It was agreed that this year’s “free” day should coincide with “Turkey Day”.  Cllr Miss S Mills would confirm which date this would be.   A request would then be submitted to Torridge District Council.

The Town Clerk’s Secretary informed the meeting that the Cavaliers had confirmed they would be able to put the Christmas Lights up on 16th and 23rd November this year with a  view to the “Switching On” being on 6th & 7th December.  All agreed this was early enough.

56. REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES

Devon County Council
Cllr A Boyd had nothing to report to Council.

Torridge District Council (TDC)
Cllr Mrs C Simmons informed members that Senior Staff remuneration and voluntary redundancies of 2nd and 3rd tier staff was discussed at the July Full Council Meeting.  She reported that morale is low within TDC currently as a result of these changes.
Coastal Defences – Cllr Mrs Simmons went on to report that £500,000 had been received to help reinstate costal defences after the storms last winter.

TDC External Scrutiny Committee – Both Holsworthy and Torrington Senior Schools’ Heads were in attendance and a debate about funding, declining pupil numbers and the new Route 39 school took place.  The Chief Executive of Westward Housing had also been present and councillors had been informed that the 3 parts of Westward would be amalgamating and the “Tarka Housing” name would disappear..

Torrington Tennis Courts’ Renovation -  Cllr C Simmons confirmed that Section 106 money from the Waitrose application would be requested for Tennis Courts and an improved access to the Tarka Trail for bicycles. 
Route 39 Planning Application

Cllr Mrs M Brown informed members present that the planning application to Torridge District Council for the new school had been turned down that day.

57. ACCOUNTS PAID – Noted 

PART “B” – Confidential & Restricted Information - None
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.00pm.

Date of next meeting:  
The next meeting will be Thursday 2nd October  2014 at 7.00pm at the Methodist Church, Mill Street Torrington
Signed …………………………………………

Date ……………………………………
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